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THE POSITION OF IRAQ IN THE MIDDLE 
EAST 


COMMUNICATIONS 


THE map accompanying this article is primarily designed to show the 
position in the Middle East occupied by Iraq and her railway and other 
important communications with neighbouring countries. The implica- 
tions of the presence of British Imperial troops at Basrah become 
clearer when the position of that port on the Shatt al-Arab at the head 
of the Persian Gulf is considered. From that centre it is possible to 
prevent any interference with the large British interests concerned in 
the oilfields across the frontier in the Iranian province of Khuzistan, 
and the refinery at Abadan; the rapidly developing oil production of 
Bahrein; and the increasing volume of Iraqi (and Turkish) trade shipped 
and entered at the port of Basrah. Basrah also provides rail and river 
communications of great importance. It is true that the railway from 
Basrah to Baghdad is a narrow-gauge line, that rolling stock is none too 
plentiful, and that whether traffic is by river or rail into the interior 
goods must be transhipped at Baghdad. From Baghdad there is, since 
the completion of the rail sector Baiji-Tel Kuchuk, direct communica- 
tion with Istanbul (the first through passenger train steamed out of 
Baghdad on July 17); this line Istanbul-Baghdad is linked up to the 
general Turkish railway system, providing communications northward 
with Ankara and other centres in Anatolia, and southward with the 
Syrian and Palestinian systems, and so with Suez. There is also con- 
nection with Kirkuk on the Mosul oilfield, but the outlet for the oil of 
these fields is not through the Persian Gulf but by the pipeline to Haifa, 
the only branch functioning, as the branch to Tripoli in Syria was cut 
off at an early stage, in the first week of July, 1940, after the collapse of 
France, to prevent the possibility of enemy supply through that port.* 

The map does not show the main roads in Iraq itself, though it does 
show the main motor tracks across the Syrian desert and Transjordan 
to Syria and Palestine. It may be noted, however, that the internal road 

‘The pipe-line is owned by the Iraq Petroleum Company (most of the shares 
of which are held by the Anglo-Iranian, Royal Dutch Shell, with French and 
United States interests), which obtained a 75 years’ concession from the 


Government of Iraq in 1925. The action in cutting off Tripoli supplies was 
taken with the agreement of the Government of Iraq. 
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system in Iraq itself has been considerably improved, and that some 
main roads are no longer dirt tracks but have been surfaced. There are 
two between Basrah and Baghdad, and a road northward from Baghdad 
following the line of the Tigris river to Mosul, where the road branches 
to the Turkish and Syrian frontiers. A more important road from Bagh- 
dad runs north-east and then north to Kirkuk, with an important 
branch to the Iran frontier through Khanagin. From Kirkuk the road 
has a branch eastwards to the Iran frontier, and itself bends north-west 
to Mosul. 

Of the tracks leading to the cities of the Mediterranean littoral, the 
most frequented until the outbreak of war was the Damascus-Baghdad 
route shown in the map, but under present circumstances traffic on the 
track diverging from the main route west of Rutba and passing through 
Transjordan to Palestine has increased. 

The importance of Basrah as a channel of communication between the 
Indian Ocean and Middle Eastern countries is therefore clear even in 
normal times. It is enormously increased to-day, because the Mediter- 
ranean is an active theatre of war (all parts of it were officially notified 
by the British Government as dangerous to shipping on April 26), 
whereas the Indian Ocean and consequently the Persian Gulf are out- 
side the active war zone, and men and supplies can travel unhampered 
by enemy action. Protection at this point is important not only for 
Iraq herself, but for Iran, and other bordering States, and more and 
more for Turkey. Turkish transit trade through Basrah has already 
heavily increased, and would increase still more if rolling stock and other 
facilities, at present very inadequate, permitted. There has been 
recently much reorientation in Middle Eastern trade as a result of the 
European war. Arrangements were made in October (see the Financial 
News of October 9 and Manchester Guardian of October 18, 1940) for 
the sale by Iraq to the Japanese firm of Mitsubishi of the whole of the 
1940 cotton crop, and for the unsold balance of the 1939 crop (about 
23,000 bales in all). Japanese purchases also included 7,000 tons 
cotton seed, 2,000 tons linseed, 7,000 tons sesame seed, and 20,000 tons 
barley. Japan also offered to buy Iraq dates. Japanese shipping 
would be provided. The great decrease of Turkish trade with Germany 
led Turkey to seek new markets, not only with Great Britain, but also 
with India, Japan, and the United States. In the interests of this trade, 
immediately after the completion of the Tel Kuchuk-Baiji section of the 
Istanbul-Baghdad railway a Turkish transport agent left for Basrah 
to examine the possibilities of handling goods through that port. He 
was expected to go on to India to develop trade relations with that 
country. 

For reinforcement of air defence in the Middle East in the shape of 
‘planes and other materials the situation of the port has great advan- 
tages, as ’planes can be fuelled locally and flown to the various aero- 
dromes in Turkish and British territories. Moreover, if at any time direct 
military aid became necessary for Turkey, it could be sent through 
Basrah. 


TREATY OBLIGATIONS OF IRAQ 
The Anglo-Iragqi Treaty of Alliance of June, 1930, was signed at 
Baghdad on June 30, 1930, preliminary to the emancipation of Iraq 
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from the tutelage of the British Mandate and her admission as a Mem. 
ber State of the League of Nations. The Treaty, which came into force 
on Iraq’s admission to the League in 1932, was concluded on “‘terms of 
complete freedom, equality and independence’’, and was valid for a 
term of 25 years. The British Alliance, calling for “full and frank con. 
sultation’”’ in foreign affairs and providing that, if either Great Britain 
or Iraq were at war, the other should come to her assistance, entailed 
certain obligations on Iraq, some of them only for a period of five years, 
and others permanent. Article 5 provided for the ‘“‘permanent main- 
tenance and protection in all circumstances of the essential communica- 
tions of His Britannic Majesty’’, and, with that end in view, for the 
grant to Great Britain of air bases at or near Basrah and at a point 
west of the Euphrates. An annexure to the Treaty and an attached 
Note defined these conditions more closely, the terms on which air base 
sites were leased, arrangements for the transfer of railways, and for the 
transfer of the administration of the port of Basrah to a Port Trust. 

In an exchange of Notes accompanying the Treaty it was also agreed 
that the British representative in Baghdad should have the rank of 
Ambassador, that when Iraq required foreign officials they should 
normally be British, and that the Iraqi Government should ask for a 
British Advisory Military Mission ‘‘to improve the efficiency of their 
land and air forces’. 

The important aerodromes maintained by Great Britain in Iraq in 
conformity with the Treaty are near Basrah and at Habbaniyah! near 
Ramadi. 


EXTERNAL RELATIONS 

The Anglo-Iraqi Treaty of Alliance is the basis on which the inde- 
pendence of Iraq was secured, and it therefore constitutes the major 
element in Iraq’s external relations. As she has a Hashimite royal 
family (the grandfather of the present boy-king being the Emir Feisal 
who fought with the British forces for Arab liberation in the last war 
and was placed by the British on the throne of Iraq) there are natural 
friendly relations with Transjordan, whose ruler, the Emir Abdullah 
was a brother of King Feisal I. Relations with Saudi Arabia are not 
always good for various reasons: it was Ibn Saud who ejected the Hashi- 
mite prince, King Hussein, from the Hejaz; southern Iraq is mainly 
Shiah, and Ibn Saud’s Wahabites are fanatically orthodox and puritan 
Moslems; and there are constant difficulties with nomad frontier tribes 
on the other side of the ill-defined frontier. Nevertheless a treaty ol 
“Arab Brotherhood” between the two States was signed on April 2, 
1936. Relations with Iran were prejudiced for a long time by an 
obstinate frontier dispute over the control of the Shatt al-Arab, the all 
important river outlet to the Persian Gulf, but agreement was reached 
on July 4, 1937. This settlement opened the way for the signature, four 
days later, ‘of the Saadabad or Four-Power Middle Eastern Pact be- 

1A contract for the construction of the Habbaniyah escape was recently 
signed at Baghdad by the Minister of Communications and Works and repre 
sentatives of the Contractors, Messrs. Balfour, Beatty, and Co., the amount of 
the tender being £885,000. The Habbaniyah escape is a barrage across the 
Euphrates near Ramadi providing for the construction of canals in the 


neighbourhood of the R.A.F. station for the purpose of diverting flood water 
into Lake Habbaniyah. 
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tween Turkey, Iran, Iraq, and Afghanistan. The four Powers agreed to 
consult in matters affecting their common interests and to abstain from 
any aggression. For the Gulf States, especially Kuwait and Bahrein, 
Baghdad is a cultural centre. 

When war broke out in September 1939, Iraq broke off relations with 
Germany, and Germans in the country either left or were interned. The 
nearest centre from which German propaganda could operate was there- 
fore Tehran. But on Italy’s entry into the war, relations with that 
country were not broken off, and consequently the Italian Legation 
remained as a centre of propaganda, greatly aided by the Arab broad- 
casts from Berlin and Bari, which put the Axis point of view with some 
skill and with trimmings in the way of stories and music which had a 
considerable appeal. The most was made of tales of British and French 
“tyranny” over the Arabs of Palestine and Syria (any incidents in 
Syria and Palestine provide good material for arousing Arab sympathy 
in Iraq), and Arab nations were told that from the Axis they would 
receive prosperity and entire freedom from Western leading strings. 
The Iraqi pan-Arab press gave full space to German announcements 
and paid relatively little attention to news from Great Britain. Al- 
though official relations with Great Britain remained correct, and al- 
though with Turkey relations were cordial, there grew up a considerable 
body of anti-British feeling, especially in the Iraqi army, which under 
British tutelage and with British material, had become an efficient 
force, 


THE INTERNAL SITUATION 

The coup d’état of April 3 last was organized by army officers sup- 
posed to have been susceptible to some aspects of German propaganda. 
However that may be, the new Government behaved with scrupulous 
correctness when the British Government exercised their treaty rights 
and sent Imperial troops to Basrah (their presence was announced on 
April 19) to open up lines of communication. Full facilities were given 
by the Iraqi Government, and a high officer was sent from Baghdad to 
welcome the British Commanding Officer and to offer cooperation. The 
path to more friendly relations was perhaps smoothed by the appoint- 
ment in February 1941 as British Ambassador to Baghdad of Sir 
Kinahan Cornwallis, who knew the country thoroughly and had been 
British Adviser to the Ministry of the Interior in Baghdad from 1921 to 
1935. 

The military coup d’état was the culmination of a series of events 
which had revealed a certain instability in Iraq politics, perhaps not 
very surprising in a country with so short an experience of independ- 
ence and of democratic institutions. There was a military coup d’état in 
October 1936 when General Bekir Sidqi overthrew the Government. 
The terrain for this kind of activity is now more favourable, because 
King Feisal II is a child of six, who succeeded to the throne on the death 
of his father, King Ghazi, who died as the result of an accident on 
April 4, 1939. The royal power was exercised by a Regent, his maternal 
uncle, the Emir Abdul Tah. 

There were two crises in 1940, ascribed partly to influence exerted 
by army officers. The first followed the murder in January of Sayid 

1 See the Bulletin of Nov. 7 and Nov. 21, 1936, pp. 408 and 449, 
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Rustum Haidar, Minister of Finance, when General Nuri Said, then 
Prime Minister, desired an extended inquiry into the incident, but failed 
to secure it. The second occurred on the question of breaking off rela- 
tions with Italy after her entry into the war, when Sayid Rashid 
Aali Gailani was Prime Minister. An important cause of discontent 
with the Government was the failure to adopt an active policy with 
regard to support for Palestinian Arabs. More acute trouble arose in 
January 1941 after General Nuri’s resignation from the Ministry of 
Foreign Affairs. Sayid Rashid Aali was forced to resign on January 31, 
and a new Cabinet was formed under General Taha el Hashimi, who 
was not able to check the activities of the Army chiefs. 

On April 3 Sayid Rashid Aali, with the support of four ardent pan- 
Arabists in the higher army command expelled the Cabinet and de- 
posed the Regent, appointing in his stead another member of the 
Hashimite family. The new Government took the name of a Government 
of National Defence, under Sayid Rashid Aali, who declared the 
intention of carrying out the international treaty relations of Iraq, and 
that the Army had entrusted him with the preservation of peace and 
order, and the safeguard of the Constitution against excesses. The new 
Government asked Turkey to explain to Great Britain that no change 
in foreign policy was intended. The British Government maintained 
a certain reserve; Mr. Attlee stated in the House of Commons on April 9 
that H.M. Government regretted the coup, which they regarded as 
entirely unconstitutional. They were determined to ensure that the 
Treaty was fully observed. 

It was under these untoward circumstances that Imperial troops 
arrived in Basrah in the middle of April, but the friendly reception 
given to them encouraged the hope that relations with Great Britain 
would become more normal than they had been for some time. The 
Baghdad Cabinet took pains to observe that the troops were there for 
communications as agreed by the Treaty, and were not in any sense 
an occupying force. M.B. 


JAPAN’S “CO-PROSPERITY SPHERE” 


THE term “Co-prosperity Sphere’ which Japanese statesmen have 
recently used to describe those parts of Eastern Asia_and Oceania 
over which they possess or hope to possess the power Of-economic 
domination, must rank as one of the most elegant euphemisms of the 
time. Even more than the Germans, however, the Japanese appear to 
be unwilling to give any precise definition of either the limits or the 
principles of the ““New Order” which they announce under such an 
attractive title. A correspondent of The Times* has recently described 
two unofficial but authoritative formulations of the geographical limits 
within which the proposed system is to be confined. The first of these 
is due to Mr. Matsuoka, the Japanese Foreign Minister, himself. He 
declares that it extends beyond Japan, Manchukuo, and China as iar 
as Thailand and Burma in the south-west, and as far as New Caledonia 
in the south-east—that is to say, it stops short of Australia and New 
1 April 1, 1941. 
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Zealand. The second, due to Admiral Takahashi, is less modest. It 
includes in the area Australia and New Zealand, Burma, and all the 
land eastwards to the 180th Meridian. Mr. Matsuoka’s famous parlia- 
mentary speech of Feb. 24, 1941, in which he suggested that the 
white races Should cede their possessions in Oceania to the yellow races, 
specified an area 1,200 miles from north to south and 1,000 miles from 
east to west, but also stated that the area had sufficient natural re- 
sources to support a population of 600 to 800 million. This makes it 
clear that large parts, if not all, of the Netherlands Indies were included 
in the area referred to. Indeed, Mr. Matsuoka specified that he had in 
mind New Guinea among other countries, but not Australia, New Zea- 
land, or Hawaii, and an authoritative statement later added that the 
Philippines were also excluded. 

Mr. Matsuoka appears to have been mainly concerned with the area 
so incompletely defined as one to which the Japanese had “‘a natural 
right” to emigrate. Other speakers, such as Mr. Arita, emphasize access 
to raw materials as one of the main purposes for the establishment of 
Japanese hegemony over the area, while yet others emphasize its useful- 
ness for purposes of defence. This last aspect of the matter may be left 
aside for the purpose of this article, in which it is proposed to assess 
the importance of the area concerned for Japan from the purely demo- 
graphic and economic points of view. 


JAPANESE EMIGRATION AND THE CO-PROSPERITY SPHERE 

The Japanese population problem has been so much discussed that 
little need be said about it. Briefly, Japan’s population is increasing 
rapidly, the rate of natural increase in Japan proper having risen 
from about 7 per 1,000 before 1890 to a maximum of 15.2 in the single 
year 1932, but in the last year for which data are available, 1938, it had 
sunk to 9.3. The net reproduction rate, which was 1.64 in 1925, has 
been estimated at 1.44 in 1937. Japan, as is often stated, has the highest 
population-density per square mile of arable land of any country in the 
world—far the highest density for any country which virtually feeds 
itself, as she does. It is noteworthy, however, that the agricultural 
population has not increased since 1920, and has, according to the 
available statistics, actually declined slightly since 1873. The more 
and more intensive agricultural methods of the last sixty years, coupled 
with the great increase in the home supply of industrial products, has 
undoubtedly brought a great improvement in the standard of living of 
the Japanese farmer, as well in that of the rapidly growing non-industrial 
population, which now constitutes more than half of the whole. Indeed, 
in spite of her population problem, Japan is estimated to have advanced 
in standard of living faster than any other country since about 1910. 
Real output per head more or less doubled in the ten or twelve years 
following 1920, after which date the continuing increase was diverted 
more and more to the production of armaments, so that the last two or 
three years have witnessed a very substantial decline in the standard of 
living, in spite of still growing productivity. 

In these years of rapid population growth and rapidly rising standard 
of living, the amount of emigration from Japan has been insignificant. 
The reason is largely that, countries with a higher standard of living, 
such as the United States and Australia, having been largely closed to 
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Japanese immigrants, the prospect of going to countries with a lower 
standard was not inviting, Home industry, in fact, offered far better 
prospects than agricultural colonization in the Asiatic mainland or the 
East Indies. Even to Manchukuo, in spite of much official encourage- 
ment, Japanese emigration has been very small. From 1932 to 1987, 
only 6,395 settlers went to Manchukuo to remain there, two-thirds of 
these being heavily assisted by the Government. There is on foot at 
present a plan to move 5,000,000 people to Manchukuo in the 20 years 
following 1937, but experience seems to indicate that the hope of 
achieving this is small. It is interesting to contrast the small Japanese 
immigration into Manchukuo with the enormous Chinese immigration 
into that country, which reached 843,000 in the single year 1927, and 
in 1938 was 291,000. The explanation is simple—people generally 
migrate to countries with higher standards of living than they are used 
to at home. The emigration to other countries, indeed, has not been 
very great. The largest was to the United States before the days of 
restriction. Between 1902 and 1910, the Japanese population of the 
Pacific Coast increased by 86,000, there being some restriction by com- 
mon agreement in 1907. Total Japanese gross emigration was only 
21,800 in 1930 and 10,800 in 1935; in 1936 there were only some 
997,000 Japanese residents abroad, of whom 448,000 were in China, 
Manchukuo, Netherlands India, and the Straits Settlements—most in 
Manchukuo, where, it may be presumed, the bulk of the people con- 
cerned were military, administrative, or commercial officials rather than 
genuine settlers. 

It may be concluded, therefore, that the Japanese have, in the last 
generation, been far from feeling in their own country the need for a 
great emigration, have been unwilling to settle abroad, and have done 
so only to a very small extent. If they were free to do so, they might 
well move in considerable numbers to the United States, Australia, and 
perhaps to certain South American countries, but, if Australia is ex- 
cluded from the “‘Co-Prosperity Sphere’, that area would appear to 
offer singularly poor opportunities for Japanese settlement, since the 
colonization of countries with a standard of living poorer than their 
own (as is that of Netherlands India, Burma, Indo-China, China, and 
the rest of the area) has been shown to be foreign to their aptitudes or 
tastes. The great Japanese economic advance of the last generation 
has been founded largely upon industrialization and upon foreign trade, 
and it is to these that she must look for a continuation of her progress. 


JAPANESE TRADE AND THE CO-PROSPERITY SPHERE 

Since Japanese export trade depends so largely upon cheap manu- 
factures, especially textiles, it is not surprising that the ‘‘Co-Prosperity 
Sphere’, being for the most part a poor, crowded, agricultural area, 
should be an important market. Even so, however, in 1938, China, 
Hong-kong, Indo-China, Burma, Malaya, Thailand, Netherlands India, 
and Kwantung took only just over half of all Japanese exports. Areas 
well outside the ‘‘Sphere’’, i.e. America, India, Africa, and Europe, took 
nearly 40 per cent of the total. 

Japan’s dependence upon import trade with the world outside her 
“Sphere” was very much greater. The countries enumerated above as 
belonging to the “‘Sphere”’ supplied in 1938 less than 30 per cent of total 
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Japanese imports, and, as was"pointed out in an earlier Bulletin article, 
her dependence for many essential materials—iron, oil, fertilizers, 
machinery, many non-ferrous metals and ferro-alloys, cotton, and wool 
—upon distant countries means that there is really little chance of the 
“Co-Prosperity Area’’ becoming self-sufficient with anything like the 
present rate of output. Less than 11 per cent of Japan's essential cotton 
imports in 1939, for instance, came from within the “Sphere’’, and 
nearly all her wool imports were also from outside, if Australia is ex- 
cluded from it. In fertilizers, Japan’s self-sufficiency is rapidly increas- 
ing, but she still depends, and probably must depend, largely upon im- 
ports of phosphate ores, mostly from the United States and Egypt. 
The Netherlands Indies, however, would serve to supply Japan’s 
bauxite requirements, as well as those of rubber, tin, and oil, and it 
is possible that sources in Manchukuo and Johore are capable of such 
development as to provide all the iron ore she needs. Considerable, 
therefore, as are the possibilities of developing supplies of Japan’s 
essential imports from within her “‘Sphere’’, it is clear that there are 
some very serious deficiencies which, within any future period not too 
remote, must be met from outside, and that very great dislocation of 
present trade-patterns, and a great increase in costs would be necessary 
to make the “‘Co-Prosperity Sphere’ anything like self-sufficient. 


THE IMPLICATIONS OF THE POLICY 

On its economic side, the Japanese policy is apparently very closely 
similar to that of Germany. The unit proposed to be built up by Japan 
in Eastern Asia and the Pacific is, like German-dominated Europe, an 
area aiming at self-sufficiency, with an industrial State as the centre 
and primary producing countries grouped round it. The industrial 
State, Japan, has a far higher standard of living than the satellite 
States, but a far lower population, and it is clearly very much in her 
immediate interest, both from the economic and from the military point 
of view, to prevent them from treading the path of industrialization by 
which she herself has advanced from extreme poverty, and which, in 
view of the extreme agricultural overpopulation existing in most of 
them, is their most obvious, if not their only line of escape from their 
poverty also. The development of China or of Netherlands India, for 
instance, would probably, under normal circumstances, follow lines 
somewhat similar to those followed by British India, but India’s rapid 
approach to self-sufficiency in cotton tissues, for instance, is a spectacle 
which the Japanese must view with dismay. It is little wonder that they 
wish to prevent it from being repeated elsewhere, within their main 
trading area. That is not, of course, to say that, in the long run, the 
industrial development of, say, China on lines similar to those followed 
by India, or, at an earlier time, by Japan herself would be to Japan’s 
economic disadvantage. Probably, indeed, the reverse would be the 
case, for Japan, for instance, has become a many times better customer 
to Britain and America than she was, say, fifty years ago before her 
industrialization was fairly begun. That, however, is a fact which is 
unlikely to appeal to any of the vested interests most firmly entrenched 
at present, for industrialization in the ‘‘Co-Prosperity Sphere’’ would 
mean a decline in the demand for most of Japan’s present exports to 

1 March 8, 1941. 
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it, even though it would create more than compensating demand for 
new goods of many kinds. Moreover—and this is far the more impor- 
tant point—economic development in the satellite States means the 
development of means of resistance to Japan, and a considerable 
modification of the position which she has enjoyed hitherto as the only 
industrial and relatively advanced country in a vast area populated 
mostly by overcrowded and unresisting peasants. 

The power of military resistance to-day rests more than ever before 
upon power of production, and the tendency to divide the world up into 
economic spheres of influence of the Great Powers is in fact, apart from 
being an attempt to purchase freedom from competition and the 
pressure of economic change on the part of economic interests in the 
powerful States, an effort to fasten military domination upon backward 
countries. That this sinister tendency is not universal is demonstrated 
by, for instance, the assistance which the United States is giving to 
Latin American countries in their development of secondary industry, 
as well as by the history of the British Empire. The school of thought 
which aims at regional self-sufficiency is essentially a totalitarian one, 
and the real objects of its policy are thoroughly consistent with totali- 
tarian doctrines in general. A. J.B. 


MR. AMERY’S STATEMENT ON INDIAN GOVERNMENT, 
APRIL 22 


IN the House of Commons on April 22 the Secretary of State for India 
moved a resolution, which, with six others, would extend for another 
twelve months a Proclamation issued in the end of 1939, the continued 
validity of which was approved by the House on April 18, 1940. The 
Proclamation had been issued, said Mr. Amery, in consequence of 
Congress action in ordering Congress Ministers to resign. Section 93 
of the Government of India Act provided that the Governor of a 
Province, if satisfied that in a given situation Parliamentary Govern- 
ment cannot be carried on, could, by Proclamation, assume all or any 
part of the powers vested in the Provincial body. There had been no 
change in that situation, and His Majesty’s Government had no alterna- 
tive but to renew the Proclamation. The resolutions concerned seven 
of the eleven Provinces of British India; in the four provinces of Bengal, 
Assam, Sind, and the Punjab, with a population of 100 million people, 
provincial self-government had continued to work under composite 
Governments, including Moslem and Hindu Ministers. 

In the seven provinces with a population of 200 million where Parlia- 
mentary Government was suspended under the Proclamation, the 
electorate showed no unrest on that account; there had ween no abrupt 
reversal of either administrative or legislative policy. — 

The serious factor in the situation was the disregard shown by the 
strongest Indian party for parliamentary institutions and the danger 
of party totalitarianism. 

A symptom of the resulting changed situation was the demand by 
Mr. Jinnah, Leader of the Moslem League, for the complete severance 
from the rest of India of the north-western and north-eastern zones 
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n which there was a Moslem majority, and their establishment as 
independent States—the so-called Pakistan project. He need not 
insist on the terrible dangers inherent in the break-up of the essential 
unity of India achieved under British rule. Recognition of the growing 
menace of the preaching by both sides of extreme and incompatible 
wlicies, especially in view of the gravity of the war situation, had led 
His Majesty’s Government to make the new statement of policy issued 
last August in the hope of bringing the parties together in a spirit of 
responsibility and co-operation. 

The Government could only transfer responsibility for Indian 
sovernment, anxious though they were to do so, to an Indian authority 
able to maintain it. If Indians themselves supplied the requisite agree- 
ment ‘‘the whole field was open for the modification or reconstruction 
of the original Act. Indian statesmen need not be bound either by the 
system of Government at the centre contemplated in the Act, or by the 
relations between the Centre and the Provinces and States’. The 
problems involved demanded a moderating and mediating spirit, as 

ll as hard thinking. The Government were ready to further such 
discussions, but the time-table of Constitutional progress depended, 
in the main, on Indian statesmen. 

The rejection of the Viceroy’s offer? had led him reluctantly to dis- 
continue for the present his efforts to bring the parties together. The 
Bombay resolution seemed to him to have been directed to the wrong 
address. The existing proposal for the expansion of the Viceroy’s 
Council was suspended mainly because of the difficulty of reconciling 
Moslem and Hindu claims for relative position. Unfortunately Sir 
Tej Sapru and his friends had not secured sufficient support beforehand 
for their scheme.? There was evidently no such agreement as would 
give the reconstructed Council. political support or even acquiescence 
in the Legislature. If that Council were to consist of men individually 
eminent but not politically supported; the proposal for greatly enlarged 
powers for the Council became more formidable, and it would be difficult 
to confer Dominion or quasi-Dominion powers on a body so constituted. 
He appealed to Sir Tej Sapru and his friends to continue their efforts, 
which might well be decisive in shaping the future. 

The Government welcomed with pride Indian achievements in war 
as evidence of her growing capacity to provide for her own defence. 
They welcomed the industrial progress made, and would welcome still 
more measures to improve the standard of nutrition in a country whose 
population had increased by 50 million in the last decade. 

Mr. Amery concluded by saying that agreement imposed from with- 
out would not survive the withdrawal of the power to enforce it; it was 
for Indian statesmen to find the measure of agreement indispensable if 
the British Government were to accomplish their task in India of 
joining with them in crowning peace and unity with freedom. 

In reply to the debate which followed, Mr. Amery said the Viceroy 
would continue to try to implement the policy already outlined. 
Political controversy was not everything. In various ways, including 
the development of industry, India was steadily establishing a real 
claim to equality with ourselves. 

‘See the Bulletin of Aug. 24, 1940, pp. 1077-8, for the Viceroy’s Statement. 

* For these proposals see the Bulletin of Dec. 31, 1940, p. 1729. 
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THE Prime Minister began by saying he had been asked whether he 
was aware of some uneasiness in the country on the gravity of the war 
situation. He had, therefore, been to visit some of the great cities and 
seaports which had been most heavily bombed and some of the places 
where the poorest people had got it worst. He left the offices of White. 
hall to go to the Front, “‘by which,” he said, ‘‘I mean the streets and 
wharves of London or Liverpool, Manchester, Cardiff, Swansea, or 
Bristol”. It was like going out of a hot-house on to the bridge of a 
fighting ship. Where the ordeal of the men, women, and children had 
been most severe, he found their morale most high and splendid, 
“Indeed, I feel encompassed by an exaltation of spirit in the people 
which seems to lift mankind and its problems above the level of 
material facts into the joyous serenity we think belongs to a better 
world than this.” 

Mr. Churchill spoke with emotion of the kindness shown by thes 
people to himself, and declared that he and his comrades would toil 
with every scrap of their life and strength never to fail these people. 
The British nation was stirred as never before; the people meant to 
conquer or die. Their resolution was a triumph of the life of battered 
cities over the worst that fire and bombs could do, a vindication of our 
civilization, a proof of the virtues of free institutions, and a test of the 
quality of local authorities and societies. The terribly sombre ex- 
periences of the battlefield, reserved for centuries to soldiers and sailors 
were now shared by all. Every man, woman, and-child stood in the 
line in one of the greatest causes to be fought out. He felt deeply 
the responsibility of his part in ‘‘bringing them safely out of this long, 
stern, scowling valley” through which they are marching, so that their 
sacrifices should not be in vain. 

In the maze of the war he believed policy and conduct should be on 
the highest level and that honour should be their guide. Few realized 
that General Wavell (‘‘that fine commander whom we cheered in good 
days and whom we will back through bad’’) had not been able to main- 
tain in the desert or bring against the Italian masses at any one time 
more than 2 divisions, about 30,000 men. When he reached Benghazi 
and the remnant of Mussolini’s legions scuttled back to Tripoli, a call 
which could not be ignored was made. 

An important part of the mobile portions of the army of the Nile 
was sent to Greece in fulfilment of British pledges. As the divisions 
available and best suited were from New Zealand and Australia, the 
Dominions of Australia and New Zealand were consulted, and they 
replied that they were in full agreement. Only about half the troops 
which took part in the Greek expedition came from the Mother Country. 
He would leave it to Australia to deal with the taunt that Australia had 
been asked to do what was not asked of the British Army. 

It was known that any force sent to Greece would not by themselves 
alone be sufficient to stem the German invasion, but there was a real 
hope that by our intervention Greece’s neighbours might be drawn to 
stand by her while time remained. ‘“‘How nearly that came off,” said 
Mr. Churchill, ‘‘will be known some day.” 

554 
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Mr. Churchill recalled how in November Mussolini had fallen on the 
nofiending Greeks and how the Greek nation had hurled back his 
,rmies, and how, meanwhile, Hitler had been worming his way through 
he Balkans, and had beaten down Yugoslavia, whose brave people had 
aved the soul and future of their country, though they were too late, 
.fter the submission of their Government, to save their territory. 
Yugoslavia could only maintain resistance in the mountains; Greece 
ad been beaten-down; and it was left to the Anzacs and their British 
comrades to fight their way to the sea, leaving their mark on all who 
hindered them. 

For a moment he turned from these tragic events to the comedy of 
the Italian boast of the glorious laurels the Italian army had gained. 
“This whipped jackal Mussolini, who to save his own skin has made of 
Italy a vassal state of Hitler’s empire, goes frisking up at the side of the 
German tiger, with relish not only of appetite—that could be understood 
—but even of triumph.” 

Mr. Churchill went on to describe the situation in Libya, where the 
British forces had sustained ‘‘vexatious and damaging defeat”. The 
Germans had advanced sooner and in greater strength than had been 
expected, at a time when the armoured forces were being refitted, and 
the single armoured brigade which had been judged sufficient to hold 
the frontier until about the middle of May was worsted and its vehicles 
largely destroyed by a rather stronger German armoured force. He 
continued: “‘Our infantry, which had not exceeded one division, had to 
fall back on the very large Imperial armies that had been assembled and 
could be nourished and maintained in the fertile delta of the Nile. 
Tobruk, the fortress of Tobruk, which flanks any German advance on 
Egypt, we held strongly. There we have repulsed many attempts, 
causing the enemy immense losses and taking many prisoners. That is 
how the matter stands in Libya and on the Egyptian frontier. 

“We must now expect the war in the Mediterranean, on the sea, in 
the desert, and above all in the air, to become very fierce, varied, and 
widespread. We had cleaned the Italians out of Cyrenaica, and it now 
lies with us to purge that province of the Germans. That will be a harder 
task, but we cannot expect to do it at once.” 

He had never, he said, tried to present defeats as victories, and he 
had not underrated the German as a warrior; he had said a month ago 
that victories gained over the Italians could not continue, and that 
misfortunes must be expected. The one thing certain about war was 
that it was full of disappointments and mistakes. It remained to be 
seen whether it was the Germans who had made the mistake in tramp- 
ling down the Balkan countries. He made no prophecies. It might be 
that the Germans had made a mistake in attempting to invade Egypt 
with the lines of communication at their disposal. He himself would 
be sorry to see the tasks of the combatants in Libya exchanged. 

Mr. Churchill went on to warn his audience of fresh dangers. “War,” 
he said, “‘may spread to Spain and Morocco. It may spread eastwards 
to Turkey and Russia. The Germans may lay their hands for a time on 
the granaries of the Ukraine or the oil wells of the Caucasus. The Ger- 
mans may dominate the Black Sea; they may dominate the Caspian. 
Who can tell? 

“We should do our best to meet them and fight them wherever they 
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go, but there is one thing which is certain, there is one thing which rise; 
out of the vast welter which is sure and solid and which no one in his 
sense can mistake. Hitler cannot find safety from the avenging justice 
in the East, the Middle East, or the Far East. In order to win this 
war he must either conquer this island by invasion or he must cut the 
ocean lifeline which joins us to the United States. 

“Let us look into these alternatives, if you will bear with me for a 
few minutes longer. When I spoke to you early in February many 
people believed the Nazi boasts that the invasion of Britain was about 
to begin. Now it has not begun yet, and with every week that passes 
we grow stronger on the sea, in the air, and in the numbers, quality, 
training, and equipment of the great armies that now guard our 
land.” 

The latter part of the broadcast was devoted to the question of the 
“Atlantic lifeline”. What would happen if a large part of the supplies 
to be received from the United States were to be sunk on the way? In 
February Hitler had threatened a terrifying increase in U-boat and 
aerial attack on shipping not only on our coasts, but, thanks to his 
possession of French and Norwegian harbours and the denial to Great 
Britain of the use of Irish bases, far out into the Atlantic. The Battle 
of the Atlantic must be won. Immense exertions had been made by 
the Navy and the Air Force, by mine-sweepers, by the men who 
build and repair merchant ships, by those who load and unload them, 
and by the Merchant Navy itself. But, with never fewer than 2,(i( 
ships afloat at one time and, of these, 300 or 400 in the danger zone, the 
task was enormous. 

“It was therefore,” he continued, ‘“‘with indescribable relief that | 
learned of the tremendous decision lately taken by the President and 
people of the United States. The American Fleet and flying-boats have 
been ordered to patrol the wide waters of the Western Hemisphere and 
to warn the peaceful shipping of all nations outside the combat zone o/ 
the presence of lurking U-boats or raiding cruisers belonging to the two 
aggressor nations. We British will, therefore, be able to concentrate our 
protecting forces far more upon the routes nearer home, and to take a 
far heavier toll of the U-boats there... . 

“The President and Congress of the United States, having newly forti- 
fied themselves by talking with their electors, have solemnly pledged 
their aid to Britain in this war because they deem our cause just, and 
because they know their own interests and safety would be endangere( 
if we were destroyed. 

“They are taxing themselves heavily. They have passed great legis- 
lation. They have turned a large part of their gigantic industry to make 
the munitions which we need. They have even given us or lent us valt- 
able weapons of their own. I could not believe they would allow the 
high purposes to which they have set themselves to be frustrated and 
the products of their skill and labour to be sent to the bottom of the 
seas. ... 

‘‘When I said 10 weeks ago, ‘Give us the tools and we will finish the 
job’, I meant ‘Give them to us; put them within our reach’, and that 
what it now seems the Americans are going to do, and that is why ! 
feel a very strong conviction that though the Battle of the Atlantic wil 
be long and hard and its issue is by no means yet determined, it ha: 
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entered upon a more grim but at the same time a far more favourable 

hase. . hon 
; Under the new circumstances created by the close bonds with the 
United States, it was impossible to doubt the eventual defeat of 
Hitler. ‘“There are,” he said, ‘‘less than 70,000,000 malignant Huns, 
some of whom are curable and some killable, and most of whom are 
already engaged in holding down Austrians, Czechs, Poles, and many 
other ancient races they now bully and pillage. The people of the 
British Empire and the United States number nearly 200,000,000 in 
their homelands and in the British Dominions alone. They possess the 
unchallengeable command of the ocean, and will soon obtain decisive 
superiority in the air. They have more wealth, more technical resources, 
and they make more steel than the whole of the rest of the world put 
together. They are determined that the cause of freedom shall not be 
trampled down nor the tide of world progress be turned back by the 
criminal dictators. 

‘While, therefore, we naturally view with sorrow and anxiety much 
that is happening in Europe and in Africa and may happen in Asia, we 
must not lose our sense of proportion, and thus become discouraged and 
alarmed.” 

Mr. Churchill ended his speech with a quotation from Arthur Hugh 
Clough’s poem, ‘‘Say not the struggle naught availeth”’. 


OUTLINE OF MILITARY OPERATIONS 
April 15 (Tuesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry reported little activity during the night, but bombs 
were dropped at points on the north-east coast and in the south, 
causing a number of casualties at one place, including some fatal. 
An evening bulletin reported some activity over south-east England, 
but little elsewhere. Two enemy bombers and a fighter were destroyed. 
One British fighter was missing. . 

Operations against Germany in the night included the 7th attack 
on Brest since March 30, when first the presence there of the 2 German 
battle-cruisers was discovered. In a 4-hour raid hundreds of heavy 
bombs were dropped on the dock area and bursts were seen which 
appeared to be either on or near the ships. During the previous day 
enemy shipping off the Dutch coast, power stations at Haarlem and 
Leyden, a wireless station near Leyden, and gun positions near 
Zandroert were bombed, and a ship of some 4,000 tons hit. One 
aircraft was missing. 

The German communiqué stated that aircraft works at Manchester 
were bombed in a low-dive attack and badly damaged, and that during 
the night bombers destroyed 19 aircraft on the ground in 2 aerodromes 
in the south of England. 

B 
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NAVAL OPERATIONS 

The Admiralty announced that the submarine Tigris had sunk an 
armed and heavily laden tanker of some 10,000 tons bound for a port 
in occupied France; also the loss of the cruiser Bonaventure, of 5,450 
tons, while escorting a convoy. 


THE BALKANS 

The Greek communiqué stated that local Italian attacks in Albania 
were repulsed with serious losses. In Western Macedonia ordered 
movements towards new positions were carried out. Ten enemy 
aircraft were destroyed. It had been advisable for tactical reasons to 
evacuate the Koritza area, as the enemy had advanced in the direction 
of Klisura (15 miles east of Lake Kastoria—not the town in Albania), 
Koziani, and Siatista. An action took place with enemy tanks near 
Ptolemais, south of Florina. The enemy raided the Piraeus the previous 
day and during the night; also Preveza and Yanina and some villages. 

British H.Q. stated that R.A.F. fighters shot down at least 5 dive- 
bombers during the raid on the Piraeus that morning and severely 
damaged many others. All the fighters returned safely. On the night 
of April 13 an attack was made on Sofia, and the goods station, 
marshalling yards, and warehouses were hit, many fires started, and 
trucks blown up. Bombers also attacked convoys in the region of 
Yannitza, Ptolemais, Koziani, and Gorna Djumaya, and did much 
damage. Fighters on patrol shot down 4 enemy aircraft. Australian 
aircraft destroyed 3 near Monastir, and hit transport vehicles. 

The German communiqué stated that German and Italian troops were 
pursuing and encircling the remnants of the Serbian Army resisting 
in the Mostar-Serajevo area. Hungarian troops completed the occupa- 
tion of the Drava-Danube triangle, and occupied Novi Sad. SS. 
armoured forces advanced south and threw back British infantry, 
and in a sharp advance captured Ptolemais and Koziani and crossed 
the Vistritza River between Koziani and Servia. Other units from 
Salonika also crossed the Vistritza. On the Albanian front Italian 
troops passed Koritza in their advance south. 

The Italian communiqué reported the occupation of Knin and 
Sebenico, and, on the Greek front, of Koritza. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
A Malta communiqué reported a raid on the night of April 13, causing 
some damage to both Service and civilian property, but few casualties. 
The Italian communiqué reported night raids on Brindisi and Valona 
in which 2 ships were damaged. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported that 200 prisoners were taken and over 100 
Germans killed in the repulse of the attack on Tobruk the previous day. 
At least 15 tanks were destroyed and 8 British lost. In the Sollum area 
losses were inflicted by patrol and artillery action. In Abyssinia the 
advance towards Dessie continued. Nairobi H.Q. stated that troops 
moving south from Adama had occupied Aselle, and on the road to 
Gimma reached the Omo River. 

The R.A.F. attacked aerodromes and concentrations of men and 
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transport throughout the previous day in Cyrenaica and inflicted 
heavy casualties, particularly in the Tobruk area. At El Adem, Derna, 
and Gambut buildings were wrecked and direct hits scored on aircraft. 
Tripoli was heavily raided in the night, and ships in the harbour 
straddled with bombs, one being seen on fire. When several enemy 
formations attempted to raid Tobruk 22 aircraft were shot down. 
Four aircraft were missing. 

South African aircraft attacked the airfields at Gimma and near 
Dessie, destroying 2 machines at the former. 

The Italian communiqué reported another raid on Tripoli in the night, 
causing damage and casualties. 


April 16 (Wednesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry stated that activity in the night was widespread 
and on a fairly heavy scale, but no heavy attack developed on any 
one district. Shops and houses were damaged in some places, and a 
few people were killed in several widely separated districts, but the 
total casualties were not large. In two north-east coast towns considerable 
damage was done to property, a communal shelter at one received a 
direct hit, and a hospital was among buildings badly damaged. 
Casualties also occurred in a north-west of England town and in one 
in the west of Scotland. London was also attacked and damage done 
in some areas. Eight raiders were destroyed during the night and one 
off the French coast during the day. 

The Ministry of Public Security, Northern Ireland, announced that 
in night attacks on various parts of the country Belfast was subjected 
to indiscriminate bombing and many fatal casualties caused. (Later 
reports placed these at 500 killed and 420 seriously injured.) Bombs 
fell in residential and shopping areas all over the city; also on industrial 
premises. There were no attacks during the day. 

In the afternoon British bombers and fighters attacked targets in 
the Calais and Boulogne areas, and started a large fire east of Cap 
Griz Nez. Three enemy aircraft were destroyed. The Ministry also 
announced another heavy attack in the night on Kiel, where many 
bombs fell on the shipyards, and Boulogne docks and, during the 
previous day, successful raids on Borkum Island and shipping off the 
north-west coast of France. Two heavily laden vessels received 
direct hits and were left sinking, and at Borkum barracks, etc., were 
wrecked and a freighter was hit twice amidships. Five aircraft were 
missing from all the operations. 

The German communiqué announced an attack on the harbour and 
docks at Belfast, in which very fast waves of bombers obtained direct 
hits in the dock area and on arms works in the town. Extensive fires 
started in Harland and Wolff's yards. Other formations raided ports 
and other military targets along the English east and south coasts. 
In attempts to fly over occupied territory the previous day and during 
German flights over the English coasts the enemy lost 7 aircraft, with 
no German losses. In the night the enemy attempted nuisance raids 
along the North Sea coast, and only did slight damage. 





NAVAL OPERATIONS 

The Norwegian Admiralty in London announced that on the night 
of April i1 a destroyer acquired from America carried out a raid on 
Oksfjérd. near Hammerfest, and completely destroyed a fish oil 
factory the output of which was going to Germany and used for 
making explosives. There was no enemy interference. 


THE BALKANS 

The British communiqué stated that the troops were in contact 
with the enemy along the whole of their front.” The R.A.F. reported 
a highly successful attack on Valona harbour on the night of April 14, 
blowing up a cargo ship of 6,000 tons and munitions ship of 7,000 
tons. In a heavy raid on Veles a bridge over the Vardar was hit and 
wrecked and transport on the road to Prilep blown up and much of it 
destroyed. Dive-bombers attacked the Piraeus the previous day, and 
caused slight damage to R.A.F. property. British fighters destroyed 
5 of them and severely damaged others. The aerodrome at Yanina 
was also raided and some damage done. 

The Greek communiqué stated the German forces which penetrated 
into the upper valley of the Vistritza River were in action in the 
region of Grevena, trying to advance towards Kalabaka. In the 
heights round Kozani they advanced south towards the river, and in 
the district south of Koritza they had occupied the Kiasma Karit 
Gorge. The Athens radio stated that a big battle was being fought in 
Western Macedonia, and British and Imperial units had clashed with 
German mechanized units and inflicted heavy casualties. Semi-official 
reports stated that throughout the previous day violent attacks were 
made on Larissa, aimed at wrecking the aerodrome, and on Volo, 
Trikkala, Karditza, and other key points. Over Aigina 3, over Larissa 3, 
over Volo 2, over Crete one, and elsewhere 2 raiders were destroyed. 

Reports from Yugoslav officers arriving in Athens stated that nearly 
300 German aircraft were believed to have been destroyed by the 
Yugoslav Air Force and A.A. fire during the first few days of the 
fighting, 135 of them in the first 2 days. It was authoritatively stated 
that the Yugoslav Armies were no longer operating or able to operate 
on a unified plan dictated by a single command, as they had been 
split up by the German thrusts and were unable to maintain touch. 

The German communiqué reported the occupation of Serajevo, where 
thousands of Serbians surrendered. The air force bombed railways 
and military targets in Herzegovina and a naval base on the Adriatic, 
In Greece the troops made contact with the retreating British and 
Greek forces on Mt. Olympus and the heights west of it. Dive bombers 
attacked them south of Servia, and in raids on aerodromes destroyed 
17 aircraft. 

The Italian communiqué reported the occupation of Split, and in the 
Greek front of Ersek; also repeated air attacks on aerodromes at 
Podgoritza, Yanina, and Corfu, destroying 10 aircraft on the ground. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
The Admiralty announced that naval forces had intercepted a 
convoy of 5 ships (2 of some 5,000 tons, one of 4,000, and 2 of about 
3,000 tons), escorted by 3 destroyers, going south from Sicily to 
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Tripoli, and had sunk them all. The first 2 were heavily laden with 
motor transport and were sunk, the third with munitions, and the 
others probably with troops, all three being blown up. The British 
cruiser Mohawk was torpedoed and sank, but most of her company 
was saved. An earlier communiqué reported constant and success- 
ful shelling of enemy positions and transport on the escarpment 
road west of Sollum, and of Gazala aerodrome, where at least 5 
aircraft were destroyed. 

A Malta communiqué reported a raid on the night of April 14 in 
which the only damage was a mental home. 

The Italian communiqué reported an attack on a convoy in the 
Eastern Mediterranean, sinking a ship of 15,000 tons. It also 
announced a raid on Micabba and Tavenezia aerodromes, Malta, and 
on Valetta docks, hitting installations and gun positions. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported no change in the situation in Libya. Vigorous 
patrol action caused enemy losses in men and vehicles. In Abyssinia 
the forces advancing on Dessie from north and south made progress. 
Nairobi H.Q. reported a ceaseless stream of Italians coming into 
Addis Ababa to surrender, including some battalions complete. 
Deserters from native units had formed bands and were operating 
independently against Italian positions. South African troops, who 
reached Debra Berhan the previous day, took 700 prisoners, and 
continued their advance beyond Debra Sivia along the escarpment 
towards Dessie. North-west of Addis patriot forces crossed the Blue 
Nile and established a bridgehead on the edge of the Safartac escarp- 
ment. 

The R.A.F. reported considerable damage done to troop and 
transport concentrations in the El Adem-Tobruk-Bardia area the 
previous day, bombers raiding continuously, and fighters machine- 
gunning vehicles and aerodromes and destroying 4 Junkers 52’s at 
Capuzzo. On the night of April 14 aerodromes at Derna, Menastir, 
and El Adem were attacked, buildings destroyed, and 2 large aircraft 
wrecked. 

Semi-official reports gave the number of prisoners since the fall of 
Addis at 5,000 Italians, among them General Pesanti and Col. Rolle, 
; and 3,000 Africans. 

The German communiqué reported the repulse of an attack by 
armoured units supported by warships in the Sollum area. 

The Italian communiqué stated that German and Italian aircraft 
continued to hammer the port and ships in the harbour at Tobruk. In 
air fighting 5 Hurricanes were destroyed, and 2 Italian lost. 


April 17 (Thursday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS 
The Air Ministry reported a very heavy and sustained attack on 
London in the night, continuing nearly till dawn. Casualties were 
heavy and the damage considerable. Bombs were also dropped in the 
home and eastern counties and the south-east, but the casualties were 
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nowhere large. In London some big fires were caused, among buildings 
hit being St. Paul’s Cathedral, hospitals, several churches, 2 large 
stores, a brewery, hotels, and 4 places of amusement. Sections of 
streets of smaller property were severely damaged. The damage was 
substantial over wide areas of the capital. Six of the raiders were 
destroyed. An evening bulletin stated that a single raider dropped 
bombs on a town in north-east Scotland and killed several people. Two 
enemy aircraft were destroyed by fighters off Dover. 

Operations against Germany included night attacks on a number of 
German towns, but mainly on Bremen, where in a 5-hour raid big 
fires were seen spreading in many parts of the port. Wilhelmshaven, 
Cuxhaven, and Wesermiinde were also attacked, while Coastal 
Command forces bombed Brest. During the previous day bombers 
attacked Heligoland and the aerodrome at Berck-sur-Mer and did 
considerable damage. One bomber and 3 fighters were missing, but 
the pilot of one was safe. 

The German communiqué, describing the night attack on London as 
a reprisal for that on Berlin’s residential and cultural centres on 
April 9-10, said that numerous squadrons dropped bombs and over 
100,000 incendiaries throughout the night. Large fires started in 
the harbour area and other parts of the city. Attacks the previous day 
were against harbours and docks on the Lower Thames, and against 
some aerodromes. Hits were scored on a large milk at Great Yarmouth. 
During the night the enemy dropped bombs on several localities in 
North-West Germany, which caused no damage worthy of mention. 
Casualties among civilians were slight. Four raiders were shot down. 


THE BALKANS 

British G.H.Q. reported that enemy pressure all along the line 
was increasing, and the Greek communiqué reported no essential changes 
in the situation in Western Macedonia. On the Albanian front certain 
movements of evacuation had been carried out without impediment, 
and Klisura and Ersek had been evacuated. Semi-official reports 
in Athens stated that the enemy had succeeded the previous day in 
crossing the Vistritza at 2 points, the first near Siatista, from whence 
they reached Grevena and continued through the foothills in the 
direction of Kalabaka, and the second, further east, from where 
they were able to reach Servia. Mechanized troops were prevented 
from crossing, however, by the destruction of a bridge over the river. 
During the day the Allied forces had made strong counter-attacks. 
Heavy fighting was reported round Servia, in which Anzacs were 
engaged, and a British armoured unit brought down 5 enemy aircraft 
with Bren guns. The R.A.F. announced that bombers were unceasingly 
attacking supply columns, particularly in the Kezani-Monastir- 
Ptolemais area, the railway near Korinos, transport near Kitros, and 
the station south-east of Katerini. At Seres aerodrome fires were 
started, and east of Salonika a convoy was heavily bombed. In an 
enemy raid on Khalkis harbour 2 aircraft were shgt down, and in a 
raid on Heraklion aerodrome on April 15, causing negligible damage, 
one was destroyed. 

The German communiqué reported the continuation of the advance 
southward, and the capture of Servia, with many prisoners. The 
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News Agency announced that all the Yugoslav forces which had not 
been disarmed previously laid down their arms at 9 p.m. In southern 
Albania Ersek was taken, and forces from northern Albania crossed the 
Serbian frontier at several points from both sides of Lake Scutari. 
The Italian communiqué reported that, after fierce fighting, divisions 
of the 11th Army resumed their advance that morning after breaking 
through the first lines of Greek resistance, and occupied Klisura. 
Motorized columns advanced from Split towards Dubrovnik, and 
naval detachments completed the occupation of the Dalmatian Islands. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo stated that in Libya a patrol had penetrated an enemy 
position outside the defences of Tobruk, and captured 146 Italians, 
while a further attack on the Tobruk defences was repulsed by artillery 
fire, the enemy suffering heavy casualties. During the previous day’s 
fighting 25 officers and 767 men, mostly Germans, were captured, 
and over 200 dead left on the field, while 20 tanks were destroyed. In 
the Sollum area the patrols surprised a considerable number of the 
enemy and inflicted severe casualties. 

In Abyssinia progress continued, and the prisoners so far reaching 
Addis were over 5,000 Italians and 4,000 colonial troops. In the Alge 
area deserters had formed into irregular bands to co-operate with the 
Imperial Forces. 

A Middle East communiqué reported a heavy air raid on Tripoli in 
the night, in which a tanker was hit and set on fire, and several near 
misses to other shipping observed. The Spanish mole was also hit 
and explosions and a fire observed. All the aircraft returned safely. 
The R.A F. reported attacks throughout the night and the previous 
day on mechanized units, troops, and airfields in Cyrenaica, destroying 
a number of vehicles near Capuzzo and inflicting casualties. On the 
night of April 15 the landing grounds at Gazala, El] Adem, and Derna 
were bombed; also convoys in the same area, many vehicles being 
damaged. In Abyssinia the previous day Dessie airfield was bombed, 
and on April 15 South African aircraft attacked troops and camps at 
Wadara and in the Alge area. Four aircraft were missing from all the 
African and Balkan operations. 

The Admiralty announced that Fort Capuzzo was shelled from the 
sea and a large number of salvos were all seen to burst among a park of 
;about 100 tanks and transport cars. El Gazala aerodrome and its 
supply dump were also shelled. Naval units also shot down 2 dive- 
bombers and damaged 2 others. No damage or casualties were sustained 
in any ship. 

The Italian communiqué reported continued pressure against Tobruk 
and the Sollum area, and in East Africa the defeat of a force which 
attempted to cross the Baro in the Galla-Sidama district. 


April 18 (Friday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 
The Air Ministry stated in the morning that a fairly long heavy 
) ught attack was made on Portsmouth, but the casualties were light: 





564 MILITARY OPERATIONS, APRIL ]§ 





Extensive damage was done to business premises and houses, and ; 
church was destroyed. There was also activity over southern, easter, 
and north-eastern England, but no substantial damage was done, anj 
casualties few. Three raiders were destroyed. There was no activity 
during daylight. 

The Ministry reported a heavy attack on Cherbourg the previous 
day, taking the enemy by surprise and resulting in very accurate 
bombing of the docks. In widespread searches for enemy shipping 
attacks were made on several cargo ships, one being blown up in 
harbour and another damaged and probably sunk. In the night very 
powerful bombs were dropped on the centre of Berlin in the heaviest 
attack yet made. Fires at once broke out and spread, and the attack 
was pressed home. Bombs were also dropped on targets in Holland 
including Rotterdam, on Cologne, and on several places in North-Wes 
Germany. Eight aircraft were missing. 

The German communiqué reported another attack against Ports. 
mouth, causing extensive damage in the harbour and to dock 
installations. Many fires were started. A factory on the east coast of 
Scotland was attacked during the day, and a freighter was sunk in the 
Thames Estuary. Three enemy aircraft were destroyed. The enemy 
dropped bombs indiscriminately in places in North-West and Central 
Germany in the night. In spite of the warning the Luftwaffe gay 
when it made its reprisal attack on London, strong enemy formations 
again penetrated to the outer anti-aircraft barrage of Berlin. Only 
single ‘planes succeeded in getting through to the centre of the city, 
and here they were prevented by A.A. fire from aiming their bombs. 
Four public buildings, including again the State Library, and about 
10 houses were damaged. The number of injured was small, and in 
other parts of Germany damage was slight. Six of the raiders wer 
destroyed. 


THE BALKANS 

British G.H.Q. Middle East stated that in face of increasing pressure 
by German forces daily being reinforced the Greek and Imperial 
forces were gradually withdrawing to a shorter line, and so far the 
German advance had been costly. H.Q. in Greece of the British forces 
reported continuous bombing of enemy communications and a number 
of reconnaissances by fighter aircraft. All returned safely. During the 
day 10 German aircraft were destroyed. 

The Greek communiqué stated that the enemy pressure in the 
Grevena district, in the central valley of the Haliakmon, and in the & 
Olympus region was successfully held. 

An official Athens broadcast stated that operations had developed 
rather unfavourably for the Greek Army, and the enemy was stil 
advancing. The Press Ministry stated that north of Kalabaka strong 
German forces were making every effort to break through. His losses 
were exceptionally heavy and the oncoming tide had been stemmed, 
but that did not mean that the situation should not be regarded a 
serious. Another powerful German assault aimed at forcing the 
Sarandoperon Pass, and fierce fighting was raging there. The British 
forces there had many times thrown back attacks by infantry supported 
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by tanks, the most violent being in the pass south of Mt. Olympus, 
which was defended by Australians. These assaults were wholly 
ineffectual, despite the fact that the Germans threw 10 divisions 
against the defences. 

The German communiqué stated that operations were developing 
satisfactorily in northern Greece, and over 17,000 prisoners and 
many guns had been taken. Italian troops had occupied Dubrovnik 
and Mostar. With the capitulation of the Serbian forces the previous 
evening the fighting in Yugoslavia ended at noon. 

The Italian communiqué announced the occupation of Cattaro and 
Cetinje. On the Greek front the encirclement of the enemy between 
Lossum and the sea was in progress. Premeti, Argyrokastro, and 
Porto Palermo had been captured. The Italian press published reports 
from Berlin that large numbers of parachutists, heavily armed with 
anti-tank guns, had been dropped during the night behind the British 
lines west of Mt. Olympus, along the Vistritza River, and down to the 
Aegean coast. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

The German, communiqué reported a raid on Valetta during the 
previous evening and the Italians stated that their aircraft took part 
in it. The Italian communiqué also stated that during the night of 
April 15 a convoy taking material to North Africa was attacked by a 
strong force of cruisers and destroyers. In the action which ensued 
the British destroyer Mohawk was sunk and others probably damaged. 
Of the 3 torpedo-boats escorting the convoy one was sunk and the 
other 2 damaged. Two of the escorted ships were sunk and the others 
damaged. A large number of the crews were saved. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported more activity near Tobruk and Sollum, 
with many casualties inflicted on the enemy in men and vehicles. 
Five officers and 72 men were captured. In Abyssinia the troops were 
in touch with the enemy 14 miles south of Dessie, where the Italians 
made a stand in a strong defensive position, while south and south-west 
of Addis Ababa and north from Negelli and Javello the advance 
continued satisfactorily, with many prisoners taken, including General 
Graziosi, who was found left for dead near Adama. 

The R.A.F. stated that in Cyrenaica throughout April 17 and the 
previous night British and Australian aircraft harassed the enemy, 
bombing transport, troops, airfields, stores, etc., repeatedly. At 
Derna bombs fell among aircraft on the ground and fires were started. 
All the aircraft returned safely. 

The German communiqué reported the repulse of a number of attacks 
against Sollum, and sortie attempts from encircled Tobruk. 

The Italiap communiqué stated that their encirclement of Tobruk 
continued. Enemy raids on Derna and Tripoli caused some injured and 
slight damage. In East Africa enemy pressure increased south of 
Dessie, but the troops were heroically defending their ground. Attempts 
at infiltration along the Omo River were repulsed. 
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April 19 (Saturday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry reported a number of successful attacks the previous 
day on shipping in convoy, 2 medium sized cargo ships and an escort 
being set thoroughly on fire near Heligoland, and 2 other cargo ships 
being hit and left sinking off the Norwegian coast. From all the 
North Sea operations 8 aircraft were missing. 

It was also confirmed that on the night of April 17 2 enemy aircraft 
were shot down, and that on the night of April 15 the total of enemy 
*planes shot down was 9. ; 

The German communiqué stated that the enemy did not fly into 
German territory during the 24 hours. During attempts the previous 
day to approach the Norwegian and Channel coasts they lost 11 "planes, 


THE BALKANS 

British H.Q. in Greece stated that the Imperial Forces were in 
contact along the whole front. Heavy attacks by armoured formations 
and infantry were repulsed, and many prisoners taken. The Austrians, 
whose morale was low, complained of the violence of the British air 
attacks. Despite all efforts, the front had nowhere been penetrated 
or the flanks turned. The heroic Greek army was playing a valuable 
part. The R.A.F. reported continuous attacks on enemy columns and 
communications the previous day, bombs being seen to burst among 
motor transport concentrations. Fighter patrols were also carried out. 
Two aircraft were missing. 

The Greek communiqué stated that in consequence of the operations 
in Macedonia the troops in Albania had carried out a retiring movement 
without being impeded by the enemy. Whenever the Italians attempted 
to harass their movements they turned and drove them back with 
serious losses. The Ministry of Public Security reported raids on 
Lamia, damaging houses, and Chalcis. There were no casualties. 
One raider was destroyed. Agrinion was bombed and machine-gunned, 
and a few casualties caused, but damage was slight. 

The Greek Press Ministry stated that the troops had been withdrawn 
to new positions, owing to the penetration of strong German forces 
into Western Macedonia from Yugoslavia, and the weight of the 
German drive was being daily increased as troops from Yugoslavia 
reached the front. 

The German communiqué stated that the troops in Greece had 
thrust through the mountainous terrain north-east of the Pindus. In 
advancing along both sides of Mt. Olympus rearguards of the British 
forces were beaten back, and the southern exits of the mountain 
were won after hand-to-hand fighting. The German war ensign was 
hoisted on the peak. In the Thessalian plain Larissa was captured. 

The air force attacked enemy columns in the Larissa area and 
along the road from Janina to Arta. Five aircraft were destroyed on 
Greek aerodromes, and in Chalcis harbour several transport were sunk. 

The Italian communiqué reported the continuation of the operations 
for completing the occupation of Dalmatia. Along the Greek front 
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the enemy were being allowed no respite and were retreating in disorder, 
continually attacked by the air force. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
The Italian communiqué reported an attack on a convoy in the 
Eastern Mediterranean in which a cruiser was hit, and 2 tankers sunk. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo stated that in the Tobruk area patrols had vigorously 
harassed the enemy, and at Sollum a mobile column destroyed a 
number of vehicles in an enemy convoy. Elsewhere offensive patrols 
had inflicted casualties. In Abyssinia progress of the columns con- 
verging on Dessie was delayed by damage to the road, but further 
south the advance was progressing satisfactorily. 

The R.A.F. reported continuous attacks on mechanized units and 
troops in Cyrenaica, destroying or damaging many vehicles, including 
some carrying ammunition. South African aircraft attacked the aero- 
drome near Dessie and set 7 machines on the ground on fire. They also 
raided Sciasciamanna aerodrome. One aircraft was missing. It was 
also announced that during the night an attempt by the enemy ‘to 
re-open Benghazi harbour was forestalled by a heavy raid in which a 
ship was hit and fires started on the quays and moles. 

The German communiqué reported the sinking by dive-bombers the 
previous day of an auxiliary cruiser off Sollum; also attacks by German 
and Italian dive-bombers on targets round Tobruk on April 17, causing 
large fires, and on shipping in the harbour the following night. 

The Italian communiqué reported the bombing of Tobruk, and stated 
that in Abyssinia enemy forces east of Gambela were attacked and put 
to flight with severe losses. 


April 20 (Sunday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

| AIR OPERATIONS 
The Air Ministry announced that a heavy attack was made on 
London in the night, and much damage done. Casualties were expected 
to be fairly high. Two raiders were destroyed. Among buildings hit 
were 4 hospitals, 2 ¢hurches, 2 museums, a town hall, a grammar 
school, and a shelter in a park. Only about a dozen of the fires started 
assumed major proportions, and all were under control by the morning. 
Bombs were also dropped at places in the east and south-east, but 
pcasualties as a whole were not heavy. An evening communiqué reported 
some activity over the coasts of Kent and north-east Scotland, and 
bombs dropped by single aircraft at two places in Scotland, causing 

a few casualties. 

The Ministry reported the continuation the previous day of attacks 
)0n shipping off the Dutch coast. A supply ship of some 5,000 tons 
was hit 5 times and left sinking, and another of about 7,000 tons hit 
twice and left listing badly. Two others were damaged. About dusk 
the previous evening Brest was again bombed and bursts observed 
mn the dry dock area. All the aircraft returned, but one was missing 
trom offensive patrols the previous day. During the day an enemy 
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fi ighter was anton ed over the Channel ant another seriously damaged, 
One aircraft was missing. 

The German communiqué stated that after the renewed attack of 
British ’planes on residential quarters in Berlin on the night of April 17 
the Luftwaffe made its second reprisal raid on London, and many 
hundreds of aircraft dropped vast quantities of bombs on the town, 
Large fires, especially in the Thames Loop, Greenwich, and elsewhere 
showed the terrific effect of this reprisal raid provoked by England. 
During the 24 hours no enemy aircraft flew over Reich territory. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
The Admiralty announced the loss of the yacht Torrent. 


THE BALKANS 

G.H.Q. Cairo stated that in Greece the Greek and Imperial troops 
were continuing their withdrawal, covered by rearguards who, by able 
handling and determined fighting, had delayed the German advance 
and inflicted heavy casualties. 

The Greek communiqué reported lively action of the enemy air 
force in Albania and attempts by the ground troops to attack at 2 
points. They were repulsed with heavy loss, and a number of prisoners 
were taken. In Macedonia and Thessaly the enemy at no point broke 
through the Allied lines, which were modified according to plan. 

The R.A.F. reported that during April 18 and 19 fighter aircraft had 
been active and intercepted German dive bombers attempting to 
attack British ground forces and shipping at Chalcis. During the 
day, without loss to themselves, they shot down 10 enemy ’planes and 
severely damaged many others. On April 19 they seriously damaged 
several Italian aircraft over Melos. 

The Press Ministry stated that the Germans continued to attack 
fiercely all along the front, but the Allied line remained none the less 
unbroken, though modified at some points. The German losses were 
enormous, and they were bringing up more and more reinforcements 
in mechanized units, infantry, and aircraft. Fighting. was specially 
fierce the previous day. In the Kalabaka area the Germans advanced 
in waves, to force the passes at all costs. They failed and paid heavily 
in casualties. In the Olympus area they sacrificed lives by the thousand 
without being able to break through. 

The German communiqué stated that in the Plain of Thessaly the 
troops were pressing on after the defeated enemy, and west of Pindus 
the Greeks were falling back before the Italians. German forces 
advancing east of the mountains were taking many prisoners. 

Prisoners taken in the north of Yugoslavia numbered 1,500 officers 
and 24,000 men. 

The Italian communiqué stated that their forces reached the Albanian 
frontier the previous day, taking many prisoners and quantities of 
arms, etc. Aircraft formations, numbering 450 ’planes, attacked the 
retreating Greeks and cut roads and bridges, and destroyed many lorries 
full of troops and material. Kastika aerodrome (Yanina) and Preveza 
naval bases were also bombed. 
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MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

The R.A.F. reported a raid in Malta on the night of April 18, when 
amage was done to civilian property, but casualties among the 
ivilians were few. One bomber was shot down. 

A Malta communiqué stated that Italian bombers escorted by fighters, 
cluding a few Messerschmitts, flew over the island during the day 
nd dropped bombs on the sea. British fighters shot down 3 fighters 
nd damaged a fourth, without loss to themselves. On the previous 
vening a few aircraft dropped bombs in an isolated area. Raids were 
made on the island every night during the week. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported the successful repulse of another attack on the 
‘obruk defences, when 12 tanks penetrated the outer ring, but were 
riven off after 4 had been destroyed. In the Sollum area serious losses 
were inflicted on the enemy by mobile columns, and a number of 
prisoners taken. In the advance on Dessie 200 prisoners were taken and 
ghting continued, and in the south the pursuit of the enemy proceeded, 
with increasing activity by patrols. 

The R.A.F. continued to inflict heavy casualties and damage to 
personnel and material in Cyrenaica and Tripolitania during the night 
f April 18 and 19, destroying transport at Acroma, El Adem, Bardia, 
pnd Menastir, and aircraft at Derna aerodrome. Berka airfield was also 
bombed, and Gazala machine-gunned. Offensive patrols inflicted 
eavy casualties on motorized troops, destroying 3 aircraft. On the 
ight of Apcil 18 Benghazi and Tripoli harbours were bombed, hits scored 
pn a ship and fires started on the quays. Tobruk was raided by German 
live-bombers, one of which was destroyed and several damaged. 

In Abyssinia enemy positions and transport in the Dessie-Alomata 
area were bombed and machine-gunned and much damage done. South 

frican aircraft destroyed a number of oil tankers north of Dessie. 

The German communiqué reported the repulse of enemy attacks on 
dollum, and a raid on Tobruk on the night of April 18 in which direct 
hits were scored on the harbour works, etc., causing large fires and 
Pxplosions. 

The Italian communiqué reported enemy raids on Benghazi and 
Jripoli caused neither victims nor serious damage. 


April 21 (Monday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 


MAIR OPERATIONS 


The Air Ministry reported only small scale activity during the day, 

ainly confined to south-east England. No bombs were dropped. 

The Ministry announced that during the night Cologne was attacked 
and large fires caused; also objectives at Diisseldorf and Aachen, oil 
tores at Rotterdam, the docks at Ostend and Dunkirk, and several 
herodromes in Germany and in occupied territory. Three aircraft were 

Issing. 

Coastal Command aircraft bombed Brest again, and bursts were seen 
ear the dry dock and on the quays, and Caen aerodrome. All the air- 
taft returned. In daylight the previous day enemy shipping was 
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attacked off the Norwegian and Dutch coasts, and a heavily laden ship 
of some 3,000 tons hit and left sinking. All the aircraft returned. 


The Admiralty announced that the minesweeper Bassett had FB lade 


destroyed 2 enemy aircraft the previous day without sustaining any 
damage. 
The German communiqué reported a direct hit on a ship off the British 
coast, and low-dive attacks on factories in the north-east of Scotland. 
Smaller enemy forces dropped bombs in the night on places in North- 
- Western and Western Germany. They damaged only dwelling houses 
and caused civilian casualties. One raider was shot down. 


THE BALKANS 

British H.Q. Cairo announced that the Empire forces, in conformity 
with the movement of the Greek Army on their left, were now approach- 
ing their new defensive positions. The withdrawal was covered by 
Australian and New Zealand troops, whose delaying actions, brilliantly 
conducted, had caused the enemy heavy casualties. H.Q. in Greece 
stated that, despite continuous bombing, the ordered withdrawal to 
new positions continued, and was nearing completion. The enemy was 
advancing very cautiously, partly owing to bad roads, and partly 
because of the rough handling he received whenever he came in contact 
with the Imperial troops, whose casualties had been light. 

The Greek communiqué stated that the withdrawal of the forces to 
new positions of resistance had succeeded fully. The Ministry of Marine 
reported air attacks on 2 plainly marked hospital ships off Missolonghi 
and Patras respectively. One was sunk. * 

The R.A.F. stated that at least 16 enemy aircraft were shot down the 
previous day, 14 of them in air fighting over Athens. The total was 
later confirmed as 22. A considerable number of others were severely 
damaged and probably lost. Seven British aircraft were missing, but 
the pilots of 3 were safe. Some damage was done at R.A.F. aerodromes. 
During the night of April 19 bombers attacked enemy-occupied aero- 
dromes and troop columns, and at Katerini a fire was started by heavy 
bombers which was visible 60 miles away. 

Semi-official reports stated that after heavy fighting the Australians 
joined up with the New Zealanders south of Mt. Olympus (the latter had 
been defending the sea-coast pass east of the mountain), and both forces 
then reached Larissa, but German tanks were rushed up and surrounded 
the town. The Anzacs fought their way out, however, and reached the 
new defence line beyong the plain of Thessaly. 

The German communiqué stated that the troops had advanced to far 
south of Larissa, and those coming over the Pindus range had taken a 
pass near Metzoro. In Albania the Italians had reached the Greek 
frontier at several points. The air force sank a ship in Volo harbour 
and hit 2 transports near Chalcis. Fighter aircraft shot down 5 British 
‘planes on April 19 without loss, and on April 20, 11, again without loss. 

The Italian communiqué reported hard fighting in ‘‘beating back the 
Greek retreating forces’’ along the Albanian frontier. All the localities 
there had been recaptured. The air force bombed troops, transport, 
etc., shipping round Corfu, harbour works at Missolonghi, and the 
station at Kalamata. In Crete Heraklion airfield was bombed and 2 Ff 
destroyer set on fire in Suda Bay. 
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MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
The Admiralty announced that the submarine Tetrarch had sunk a 


§ jaden enemy tanker on its way to Tripoli. The R.A.F. stated that Malta 


was raided twice the previous day, but there were no casualties or 
damage. Fighters shot down 3 Italian bombers and badly damaged 
others. 

The Italian communiqué stated that aircraft had torpedoed and sunk 
an auxiliary cruiser and a large tanker in a convoy in the Eastern 
Mediterranean. All the aircraft returned. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported patrol activity in the Sollum area, and 
fighting around Dessie; also satisfactory progress in southern Abyssinia. 

The R.A.F. reported continued attacks on transport, etc., in 
Cyrenaica, and heavy raids on Derna, Benghazi, and Gazala on the 
night of April 19. Two aircraft were missing. 

The German communiqué stated that renewed enemy advances on 
Sollum and at Tobruk were repulsed, and 4 fighter aircraft shot down 
in air combat. 

The Italian communiqué stated that an enemy attempt at landing at 
Bardia was broken off and all the troops who had got ashore captured. 
Tobruk was bombed repeatedly, and German aircraft bombed ships in 
Sollum Bay. At Sollum 5 British aircraft were brought down. Enemy 
raids on aerodromes in Cyrenaica on the night of April 19 caused no 
victims, and there was no damage to report. In the Galla-Sidamo 


region, Abyssinia, troops attempting to approach Italian positions were 
counter‘attacked and repelled with heavy loss. 

The Duke of Aosta was officially reported to have refused a demand 
for his surrender sent by General Cunningham, saying the British were 
responsible for the protection of the entire white population, whether 
the country was occupied by British or native troops. He declared they 

would continue fighting to the last man. 


April 22 (Tuesday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry announced that the south-west of England was 
attacked in the night, and in Plymouth, the main target, a number of 
fires was started, some of them large. The raid was severe, but neither 
damage nor casualties were as serious as in previous attacks. Bombs 
were also dropped elsewhere, mainly in East Anglia, but caused little 
damage and few casualties, But some people were killed. Two raiders 
were destroyed in the Plymouth area. An evening bulletin reported 


;some activity during the day, mainly in the south-east, but no bombs. 


An enemy bomber was shot down into the Channel. It was also an- 
nounced that the previous day there had been several fights with 
enemy aircraft off the coast and an enemy fighter was destroyed near 
the French coast. One aircraft was missing. During the night an enemy 
bomber was shot down over an enemy aerodrome in northern France, 
while on the previous evening Coastal Command aircraft attacked 
Havre and hit buildings on the quays. All the aircraft returned. 





572 MILITARY OPERATIONS, APRIL 9 


The German communiqué reported another attack on the war harboy 
of Plymouth, causing large fires in the dockyards and warehouses; a 
attacks on Great Yarmouth and on aerodromes in the south of Englan( 
where hangars and barracks were destroyed. On the night of April 
direct hits were scored on 5 aerodromes and the following night a carg 
ship was sunk in a convoy in the British Channel. Fighters shot down} 
British fighters in combat in the Channel area. There were no oper. 
tions over German territory in the 24 hours. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 

Free French naval H.Q. announced that the submarine Minerve ha 
torpedoed a large tanker off the coast of Norway, but was unable t; 
establish its sinking. 


THE BALKANS 

British H. Q. Cairo stated that Empire forces had occupied defensiy: 
positions south of Lamia. The R.A.F. reported heavy and continuow 
attacks on enemy aerodromes in northern Greece during the night ¢/ 
April 20 causing many fires and destroying a number of aircraft on th: 
ground at Sedes. At another aerodrome 3 large explosions were caused 
Motor transport columns were machine-gunned near Veria. Som 
damage was done to R.A.F. aerodromes the previous day. 

The Greek communiqué stated that the withdrawal of their lines had 
been completed without serious hindrance. Enemy air action con- 
tinued intense, but considerable losses were inflicted. The Ministry oi 
Public Security reported continuous raids during the day on the 
Piraeus, Eleusis, Megara, and the Attika district, causing some damage 
The hospital ship Pontkos was attacked but not damaged. 

The German communiqué reported the continuation of the advance 
over the Pindus and the occupation of Yanina. Other troops, advancing 
from south and south-east from Larissa, had taken Lamia and th 
harbour of Volo. . 

The Italian communiqué stated that their troops had everywhere 
passed the Albanian frontier, and that a force of over 400 aircraft was 
uninterruptedly plastering the retreating Greeks. Preveza, Arta, Corfu 
and Paxos had also been raided, and shipping set on fire. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

The Admiralty announced that naval aircraft had recently torpedoc 
a tanker of about 10,000 tons, and a supply ship of about 6,000 tons 
and an ammunition ship of some 7,000 tons taking supplies to the enem! 
armies in the Balkans. One aircraft was missing. 

A Malta communiqué stated that during a raid the previous afternoo! 
one enemy fighter was destroyed and another probably, while bomber 
were driven off. In a second raid superficial damage was done, bu! 
there were no casualties. 

Reports from Turkish sources stated that German troops had 
cupied Samothrace and had attacked Lemnos. | 

The German communiqué stated that aircraft the previous day ha 
sunk 6 ships ‘‘in Greek waters serving for the transport of the Britis! 
Expeditionary Force fleeing from Greece.” 

The Italian communiqué reported that on April 20 and 21 Germa! 
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aircraft attacked convoys in the Central and Eastern Mediterranean 
and sank 2 ships. Italian bombers attacked Suda Bay and sank a ship 
of medium tonnage. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo stated that after inflicting serious casualties on the 
enemy the previous day the southern colunn in northern Abyssinia 
had occupied an important position covering the approach to Dessie. 
The northern column was again being held up by extensive road demoli- 
tions. In southern Abyssinia progress continued, and 17 officers and 
549 men had been captured. The R.A.F. reported undiminished 
activity in Cyrenaica the previous day, inflicting much damage on 
material, especially at Derna and Gazala aerodromes where a number 
of aircraft were wrecked, and on transport at Bardia and Capuzzo, 
where explosions were seen among vehicles. An enemy fighter was 
destroyed. A raid on Tripoli in the night of April 20 started many fires, 
and hits were scored on the harbour and military buildings. All the 
aircraft returned safely. 

The Admiralty reported a heavy naval bombardment of Tripoli at 
dawn on April 21, accompanied by attacks by the R.A.F. and naval 
aircraft. Direct hits were seen on 6 transport or supply ships and on a 
destroyer, and ashore a large explosion and fire were caused near the 
oil depét, the station was set on fire, and hits were scored on Spanish 
Quay, the naval H.Q., the power station, and the military stores. 

The German communiqué reported the repulse with heavy losses of an 
enemy sortie on Sollum and a landing operation at Bardia. Renewed 
raids by enemy tanks from Tobruk were unsuccessful, and dive- 
bombers attacked shipping in the harbour, setting a vessel on fire. 

The Italian communiqué reported the capture of prisoners when enemy 
tanks made isolated attempts to sally forth from Tobruk. East of 
Sollum an enemy column trying to approach the Italian positions was 
repulsed. In East Africa enemy columns in the Dessie sector were 
powerfully counter-attacked and repelled. 


April 23 (Wednesday) . 


WESTERN EUROPE 

AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry stated that the main attack in the night was again 
on Plymouth, where many fires were started and considerable damage 
done. Bombs were also dropped at a number of places in the south, and 
at a few in South Wales and north-east Scotland. They did little 
damage, but at one place on the south coast there were a few casualties, 
some fatal. An evening bulletin reported some daylight activity, mainly 


» near the east coast, and a few bombs, but there was little damage and 


no casualties. 

The Ministry announced that a low level attack was made the pre- 
vious day on a loaded supply ship of some 2,000 tons off the coast of 
Norway and a direct hit scored. In the night two attacks were made 
on Brest and bombs dropped in the target area. One aircraft was 
missing. 

The German communiqué reported bombing successes in the waters 

C 
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round Britain, and an attack on Plymouth where the shipyards, utility 
services, and food storage depéts of the Navy were bombed and 
extensive fires caused. Other bombers attacked Portsmouth harbour and 
other ports on the south-east and south-west coasts and the east coast 
of Scotland. There were no operations over German territory. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 
The Admiralty announced the loss of the armed merchant cruiser 


Rajputana. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

A heavy raid on Malta in the night caused serious damage in the 
densely populated area and demolished historic buildings, stores, and 
houses. Casualties were light, owing to the effectiveness of the shelter 
system. 

The German communiqué reported a night raid on Malta causing 
destruction in the shipyards and tank storage depéts and hitting a 
destroyer. Large fires were started. In attacks on shipping in Greek 
waters a hit was scored on a warship in Suda Bay, and other vessels were 
destroyed. 


THE BALKANS 

G.H.Q. Middle East stated that Empire Forces were consolidating 
their new defensive positions. The R.A.F. reported active support for 
the troops by reconnaissance aircraft and successful offensive patrols. 
Four dive-bombers and a Dornier were brought down and others dam- 
aged in heavy raids on British occupied aerodromes which, however, did 
only slight damage. . 

The German communiqué stated that the forces pressing forward from 
Lamia engaged British reinforcements at the Pass of Thermopylae. 
In attacks on Greek aerodromes during the previous two days 24 air- 
craft on the ground were destroyed. A second German communiqué 
stated that ‘‘in the course of attacks deep into the flank of the Greek 
Northern Army capitulations of a local character and offers for an arm- f 
istice were addressed to the Commander of the 12th German Army. On 
April 22 a Greek deputation submitted an offer to lay down arms to the F 
Commander of the Italian 11th Army in the Epirus sector. The entire 
Greek Northern and Epirus Army, hemmed in by the Italian forces F 
from the north and by the German troops from the east and cut ofl F 
from its rear communications, has capitulated’”’. Their number was [7 
stated in Berlin to be about 250,000. 

The Italian communiqué reported the continuation of the victorious J 
advance of their troops up to the moment of the Greek capitulation, f 
and air attacks on ships in the Santa Maura Canal, sinking a steamer. 
Another communiqué stated that any Greek soldiers belonging to the 
Army of Epirus who continued to fight would be considered as francs: F 
tireurs and treated accordingly. Those who laid down their arms would f 
not be considered as war prisoners, but released and allowed to retum™ f 


home. 
NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 


G.H.Q. Cairo stated that Australian troops made 2 raids from) 
Tobruk on the night of April 21, capturing 17 Italian officers and 4%) f 
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men, and destroying a field gun in the Sollum area. Casualties were 
slight. In the Amba Alagi sector, Abyssinia, the northern column was 
advancing, and the southern column continued to press back the enemy 
defending Dessie. Patrols were harassing the enemy in the Asosa and 
Gambela areas, and patriot activities were increasing in the southern 
areas. The R.A.F. stated that on April 22 a large force of enemy air- 
craft were intercepted over Tobruk by fighters, which shot down 4 and 
badly damaged others. It was confirmed that in the raids on Tobruk 
on April 19 4 enemy aircraft were destroyed by A.A. fire. On April 22 
and the previous night several attacks were made on enemy columns 
and heavy casualties caused to transport containing motorized infantry, 
and in a raid on Benghazi one ship was hit and others damaged, and 2 
moles also hit. A large number of bombs were drépped on Barce in the 
night. 

In Abyssinia South African aircraft destroyed an enemy aircraft over 
Debra Marcos and a Rhodesian squadron destroyed 3 at Alomata. 

It was announced (in London) that on the night of April 19 a British 
force landed near Bardia and destroyed a bridge, set on fire a dump of 
very important stores, and put 4 coast defence guns out of action. The 
major part of the force re-embarked safely, but about 60 of its members 
were missing, and the enemy had claimed their capture. 

The Italian communiqué stated that at Tobruk the enemy con- 
tinued to try sorties but was at once repulsed every time. Some British 
armoured cars were destroyed. British ’planes raided some localities 
of Cyrenaica. A new attack in the sector of Dessie was repulsed. 


April 24 (Thursday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry reported a raid on Plymouth for the third night in 
succession. It ended soon after midnight, and though damage was 
done the situation was always well under control. Four churches and a 
hospital were destroyed. Aircraft were also active over other coastal 
districts, and bombs were dropped at a few points in the south, east, 
and north-east of England, and in South Wales, but they caused few 
casualties and did little damage. Two raiders were shot down in the 
Plymouth area. An evening bulletin reported a few bombs in Kent 
in the morning. Damage was not extensive and casualties were few. 
Two enemy aircraft were destroyed during the day. 

Operations against Germany included an attack on Brest in the night, 
many heavy bombs being dropped in the docks, starting several fires. 
It was not possible to see whether the Scharnhorst or Gneisenau 
were hit. Le Havre was also bombed and fires started. All the aircraft 
returned. The previous day the power station at Ibbenburen near 
Osnabriick was bombed and direct hits caused a violent explosion, 
also a wireless station and troops on Tershelling island and shipping 
off the Dutch coast, where 3 ships were hit and one, of about 8,000 
tons, almost certainly sunk. One aircraft was missing. 

The German communiqué stated that during the night and the 
previous day British aerodromes were attacked and much damaged, 
and Harwich harbour effectively bombed in the day. In the night 
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Plymouth harbour was again attacked and fresh destruction caused in 
tank storages, factories, and warehouses set on fire the previous night. 
Portsmouth was also bombed. There were no fighting operations of the 
enemy over Reich territory. 


NAVAL OPERATIONS 

The Admiralty announced that the submarine Urge had sunk a 
heavily laden tanker of 10,000 tons which was trying to run the 
blockade. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
The Admiralty announced heavy raids on Calato aerodrome and 
Rhodes harbour on the night of April 22, causing a large explosion at 
the latter, followed by fire. Malta was raided on both April 22 and 23 
and damage done to civilian property. 
The Italian communiqué reported repeated attacks in the night on 
Valetta harbour by German aircraft, sinking a destroyer. 


THE BALKANS 

British H.Q. Cairo stated that in Greece the troops were in contact 
with the enemy, but no important engagement took place. 

The Greek High Command issued a statement regarding the armistic: 
in the Epirus. (See Greece.) The Ministry of Public Security reported 
raids on the Piraeus, Aegina, Eleusis, and Megara in which the passenger 
steamer Hellas was hit and set on fire. Women and children on board 
travelling to various islands suffered many casualties. A steamer at the 
island of Chios was also badly damaged, and the hospital ships Polikros 
and Andros were sunk, with a few casualties in the latter. Both had 
been notified to the enemy and were clearly marked. The town of 
Corinth was repeatedly bombed but little damage done. Three raiders 
were shot down. 

The German communiqué stated that during attacks deep in the flank 
of the Greek Northern Army there had been offers of armistice and local 
capitulations. Since a Greek delegation offered to surrender on April 22 
to the Italian 11th Army there had been a capitulation of the whole 
Epirus and Macedonia Army, encircled by the Italians in the north 
and the Germans in the east. The capitulation was concluded at 
Salonika. Fighting with British troops ended in a successful penetration 
of the Thermopylae positions. 

The Italian communiqué reported continued advance into Greece till 
6 p.m. the previous day, when the fighting ceased. Italian losses in the 
previous few days were about 6,000, including among dead and wounded 
400 officers. Bombing attacks were made on shipping at Patras and in 
the bay of Milos. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
G.H.Q. Cairo stated that in Libya vigorous activities of patrols con- 
tinued in both the Tobruk and Sollum areas. In Abyssinia, despite road 
demolitions, increasing pressure was being maintained on the enemy 
positions north and south of Dessie and satisfactory progress was made [ 
in the Omo river area. Nairobi H.Q. announced the forcing of the [ 
enemy’s forward defences south of Dessie, and the covering of the [ 
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retreat by extensive demolition. In the south-west Maji was occupied, 
and in all sectors the patriot forces were harassing the enemy's rear and 
cutting lines of communication. Semi-official reports of the fighting 
south of Dessie stated that the battle reached its climax on April 22, 
when South African and Natal troops dislodged the Italians from heights 
on each side of the road leading up the Kombolcha Pass to Dessie and 
turned their flank, forcing them to fall back on the town in confusion. 
Many prisoners were taken. The R.A.F. reported a heavy raid on 
Benghazi on the night of April 22 causing many large fires visible 50 
miles away; also attacks the previous day on Derna airfield and on trans- 
port concentrations at other places in Cyrenaica. Tripoli was also 
bombed, several ships damaged, and large fires caused on the Spanish 
Mole and on the north side of the harbour. Over Tobruk a very large 
force of enemy aircraft was intercepted and 8 German shot down. 
Three British were lost, but 2 pilots were saved. 

The German communiqué reported several air attacks on Tobruk, 
where tanks were hit and a transport column blown up. A ship in the 


| port was sunk and others damaged. Six British aircraft were destroyed 


in air combats, and one German was missing. 
The Italian communiqué stated that the enemy renewed his efforts to 


| force a way through the besieging Italo-German forces, but was 


repelled with the loss of many prisoners and arms. Repeated air attacks 
were made on shipping in the port, and one vessel sunk. In East Africa 
further enemy attacks against Dessie were thrown back. 


April 25 (Friday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 

\IR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry stated in the morning that activity in the night was 
on a small scale; bombs were dropped at points in south, east, and 
north-east England but damage was slight and the casualties reported 
very few. An evening bulletin reported the destruction of an enemy 
bomber which attacked a south coast town during the day, causing 
several casualties. 

The Ministry announced heavy attacks on Kiel and Wilhelmshaven 
in the night; also on docks, etc. on the coasts of Norway, the Low 
Countries, and France. Two aircraft were missing. During the previous 


') day an enemy tanker was set on fire off the coast of Norway, and a wire- 


less station on an island near the coast hit. German fighters were 
machine-gunned from 100 ft. on their aerodromes in Northern France, 
and a concentration of barges attacked. One fighter was missing. 
During the day an enemy supply ship was hit and blown up in the canal 


') from the Hook of Holland to Rotterdam, some smaller vessels attacked, 


and a camp raked with machine-gun fire. At Ijmuiden direct hits were 
scored on an iron and steel works. 

The German communiqué reported another attack on Portsmouth in 
the night, destroying harbour installations, and also attacks on impor- 
tant objectives on the east coast. The enemy raided the coastal area in 
the night and dropped bombs on residential areas at Kiel and elsewhere. 
lhe fires started could be quickly extinguished, and no damage of 
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military or military-economic importance was done anywhere. Some 
civilians were killed. 


THE BALKANS 

British G.H.Q. stated that Empire Forces conducted a further 
orderly withdrawal, inflicting severe losses on the enemy. Semi- 
official reports stated that they were still maintaining an unbroken line, 
and, as far as was known, were still in contact with the Greeks on their 
left. The R.A.F. stated that an enemy raid on an aerodrome had 
damaged aircraft dispersed on the ground. One British fighter was shot 
down on patrol. Semi-official reports stated that German aircraft were 
making repeated attacks on the British forces and on villages im- 
partially, also raiding,the Piraeus and the ports near it, bombing 
shipping and the docks persistently. 

The German communiqué stated that Thermopylae had been taken 
by a pincer attack, by which the enemy was thrown out of a particu- 
larly strong position. Alpine troops took a prominent part. Continued 
air attacks on shipping resulted in a cargo ship being sunk west of 
Thermia island, and 3 others hit elsewhere. On April 23 aircraft sank 
5 vessels and badly damaged 11, including a destroyer. 

The Italian communiqué stated that the occupation of northern Epirus 
was being completed. The air force bombed warships in Suda Bay. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 

A Malta communiqué reported a raid by large formations the previous 
evening, when some damage was done to civilian property in several 
areas but no casualties caused. A raid on April 23 did no material 
damage, British fighters intercepting the enemy and losing one in the 
ensuing combat. British bombers attacked the aerodromes in Eastern 
Sicily and in Rhodes. 

German forces landed at Lemnos, after overcoming the resistance of 
the small Greek garrison. 

The Italian communiqué reported a raid on Rhodes early the previous 
day. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported a further attack on Tobruk the previous day 
which was repulsed with heavy loss and 127 prisoners taken, including 
Germans. Patrols were again aggressive round Sollum. The advance to 
Dessie continued, and prisoners so far counted from the action the 
previous day were over 700. North-west of Addis another 112 were 
captured. 

The R.A.F. reported another raid on Tripoli in the night, hitting a 
warehouse, a hangar, and government offices.. Attacks on enem) 
mechanized units and transport the previous day destroved or damaged 
many vehicles, and aircraft on the ground at Derna and Gazala wer 
bombed. Over Tobruk 4 aircraft were shot down. It was learnt that 
in the raid on Benghazi on April 22 evening direct hits were scored on 
the mole and quays, many fires caused, and much damage done to 4 
motor convoy. All the aircraft returned safely. 

The Italian communiqué stated that a raid on Tripoli on the night o! 
April 23 caused no casualties, but did some damage. South of Dessie 
strong enemy forces were counter-attacked and suffered heavy losses. 
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April 26 (Saturday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS " 

The Air Ministry reported a short but sharp attack in the north-east 
of England in the night, causing a considerable number of casualties, 
but few fatal. 

Operations against Germany in the night included a heavy attack 
on Kiel, starting many fires in the docks and shipyards, and on Berlin, 
Bremerhaven, Wilhelmshaven, Emden, Liibeck, Friedrichsstadt, and 
Rotterdam, where the oil tanks were bombed. During the previous 
day the Ijmuiden iron and steel works were attacked, and direct hits 
scored on barges and quayside buildings in the harbour. On Baltrum 
Island a factory was hit, and on Walcheren the railway between 
Middelburg and Flushing damaged. In Denmark railways and wireless 
stations were attacked. In searches for enemy shipping a supply 
vessel in the canal from Rotterdam to the sea was hit, and another 
set on fire some miles west of Heligoland. Two aircraft were missing. 

The German communiqué reported a heavy attack on harbour 
works at Newcastle, a later communiqué stating that Sunderland was 
the main objective of the night attacks. Enemy aircraft flew into the 
German coastal district, but only one penetrated towards Berlin. 
The few bombs dropped caused damage only in residential areas. 
A hospital at Kiel was damaged. 


THE BALKANS 

British G.H.Q. stated that “‘our withdrawal is continuing’’. Semi- 
official reports stated that heavy fighting was going on near the 
Thebes-Athens road and the road to the Peloponnese. The Greek 
Ministry of Public Security reported a raid on the Megara district, 
where a train was machine-gunned, and in Megara itself 3 houses were 
destroyed, but no one was injured. A raid on the island of Kea, in the 
Cyclades caused a few casualties. 

The Athens wireless stated that the German forces which had 
advanced beyond Thermopylae were continuing their thrust to the 
south-east, but not without difficulties, since the British rearguard 
was resisting successfully at various successive strategic points. This 
delaying action, however, aimed merely at gaining time to enable the 
main forces in Attica to disengage themselves, and the action could 
therefore only be of a limited duration. 

The Ministry of Public Security stated that various districts in 
Attica were raided the previous day and a few casualties caused. 
Some towns in the Peloponnese had also been bombed, but results 
were not known owing to the irregularity of telegraphic communication. 

The German communiqué reported the pursuit of the beaten enemy 
by Alpine and mechanized troops, and the defeat of the British troops 
east of the pass near Molos, where several hundred prisoners were 
taken. Other forces crossed to the island of Euboea and pressed: 
forward from Chalcis into the mainland, while fast troops passed 
through Thebes. Lemnos was occupied by a surprise attack. 

The air force destroyed 13 merchantmen in the waters round 
Greece on April 24, and another the next day, besides damaging 
many others. 
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The Italian communiqué yebietted that in an attack on a convoy 
in the Caso Channel, Eastern Mediterranean, a ship of 2,000 tons 


was hit. 


MEDITERRANEAN AREA 
The Italian communiqué reported attacks on Malta on the night of 
April 24, causing fires and explosions at Valetta. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo stated that further penetration had been made on posi- 
tions covering Dessie from the south, and that a large patriot force was 
now operating in the area. In the north British forces were attacking 
Amba Alagi, and south-west of Lake Tana Sudan forces captured 
Fort Mota, with 12 Italian officers and hundreds of troops. In Libya 
an enemy concentration in the Tobruk area was broken up by accurate 
artillery fire, and near Sollum armoured patrols inflicted considerable 
losses on the enemy. Twelve enemy aircraft were destroyed at Tobruk 
during that and the previous day. 

The R.A.F. announced another raid on Benghazi on the night of 
April 24, hitting the mole and starting fires near military buildings. 
A convoy near El Argub was bombed and machine-gunned and much 
destruction caused, and motor transport and troops near Acroma and 
Derna were attacked. In Abyssinia the aerodrome near Dessie was 
attacked and 2 aircraft destroyed on the ground. Troops at Gimma 
and Argio were also attacked. One fighter was missing. 

The German communiqué reported the repulse of a British outflanking 
movement supported by heavy guns on Fort Capuzzo. Dive-bombers 
put a number of armoured cars out of action. 

The Italian communiqué stated that Tobruk was repeatedly bombed 
during April 23 and 24 and harbour works and ships hit. In East 
Africa east of Gambela strong enemy forces were routed, leaving 
hundreds of dead on the field and much war material. 


April 27 (Sunday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 

The Air Ministry stated that Merseyside was the main objective 
of enemy attack in the night, aircraft crossing the coast at a number 
of different points on their way to the north-west. The attack was 
not on a very heavy scale but some damage resulted, and a few people 
were killed. An evening bulletin reported a little activity during the 
day over the south-east coast, but no bombs dropped. 

The Ministry stated that during the previous day 3 supply ships 
were attacked off the coast of Norway and at least one sunk, and 4 
, vessel of some 4,000 tons damaged off the Frisian Islands. An 
aerodrome near Sund in Norway was bombed and 2 aircraft destroyed. 
In the night Hamburg was attacked with powerful bombs and many 
fires started, and raids also made on Emden, Bremerhaven and 
Cuxhaven. Five aircraft were missing. Coastal Command aircraft 
bombed ‘the docks at Ijmuiden and Havre without loss. 

The German communiqué reported another attack on Liverpool in 
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the night, and on other ports on the south and east coasts; also the 
setting on fire of hangars, etc., at a night aerodrome. During the 
night the enemy attacked several places in the occupied territories 
and North Germany, mainly the residential part of Hamburg. No 
economic or military damage was caused but a few civilians were 
killed or injured. 


THE BALKANS 

British G.H.Q. stated only that the troops were continuing their 
withdrawal. 

A German communiqué announced the entry into Athens of an 
armoured column that morning, adding ‘“The Swastika flag flies over 
the Acropolis”. More troops entered 2 hours later and were “‘greeted 
with enthusiasm by the Germans who had stayed on’’. Later bulletins 
stated that parachute troops landed the previous day, captured the 
isthmus and town of Corinth, and secured the canal. The Adolf Hitler 
S.S. Division reached the Gulf of Patras, crossed it, and advanced into 
the Peloponnese after overcoming resistance in the port. The air force 
inflicted severe losses on shipping. 

The Italian communiqué reported the capture of many Yugoslav 
and Greek soldiers during mopping up operations in Albania and in 
the Epirus, with quantities of arms, etc. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 

G.H.Q. Cairo reported no change in the situation round Tobruk. 
At Sollum enemy detachments crossed the frontier at several points 
the previous day, and were harassed by British light mobile forces. 

The R.A.F. reported another attack on Benghazi on the night of 
April 25, starting large fires near the water tower, the telephone 
exchange, and Army H.Q. A violent explosion occurred on the mole 
and there were several near misses to ships. A number of oil tankers 
and other vehicles between Derna and Barce were destroyed. An enemy 
aircraft was shot down near Sollum. In Eritrea Macaaca airfield was 
hit and fortifications and troops bombed at Chelga; also at Bahrdar, 
south of Lake Tana. All the aircraft returned safely. 

The German communiqué stated that British forces advancing towards 
Sollum and Capuzzo were beaten back and repulsed southwards. 
Attempts at sorties from Tobruk failed. 

The Italian communiqué reported the repulse of,enemy attacks in the 
Tobruk front by Italian troops and aircraft, who destroyed 7 tanks. 
A raid on Benghazi on the night of April 25 caused little damage, but 
some casualties. The aerial and naval bombardment of Tripoli caused 
101 deaths of whom 26 were Italians. 


April 28 (Monday) 


WESTERN EUROPE 
AIR OPERATIONS 
The Air Ministry stated in the morning that a sharp attack was made 
on Portsmouth in the night but not of long duration. Damage included 
2 hospitals, a large store, an hotel, and several other buildings hit, and 
the casualties were rather heavy, but the deaths not numerous. Inci- 
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dents also occurred in the ata wal on the north-east coast oj 
Scotland. One raider was destroyed. 

An evening bulletin stated that a single aircraft attacked a town and 
some villages on the north-east coast of Scotland with gun-fire. A few 
bombs were dropped at one point, causing slight damage. One person 
was injured. Some bombs on the east coast of England also did some 
damage, but injured no one, and later some on the north-east coast 
caused a number of casualties. One raider was destroyed and another 
badly damaged. 

The Ministry stated that a factory near Cologne was bombed the 
previous day; also a camp in the neighbourhood, the docks at Ijmuiden, 
the aerodrome at De Kooy, and gun positions and a supply train. Of 
the Brittany coast a patrol vessel was hit amidships and left on fire. 
All the aircraft returned. An evening bulletin stated that during the 
day Coastal Command aircraft attacked 2 destroyers escorting supply 
ships off the Dutch coast and hit at least one of them. Four aircrait 
were missing. Bomber Command aircraft attacked Emden, a factory and 
railway yards at Meppel, near the Zuider Zee, Den Helder docks, De 
Kooy aerodrome, and shipping off the coast of Holland and France. 
Two fairly large vessels were hit and believed sunk. An enemy bomber 
was destroyed off the Dutch coast. Two aircraft were missing. 

The German communiqué reported night raids on Portsmouth, causing 
destruction in the dockyards, and on harbour towns in Cornwall and on 
the south-east coast. Two enemy bombers penetrated into Western 
Germany the previous day under cover of thick cloud and killed a few 


people in a factory, causing slight damage to buildings but no interrup- 
tion of production. There were no enemy operations over Reich 
territory in the night. 


THE BALKANS 

Australian official reports stated that the evacuation of certain of 
the troops had begun and, so far, had proceeded satisfactorily. 

The German communiqué stated that the movements for mopping 
up the remainder of Central Greece and the Peloponnese were pro- 
ceeding according to plan. The air force reported attacks on trans- 
port, supply ships, etc., assembled between the Piraeus and Crete, 
resulting in the sinking on April 26 of 11 vessels, and of a cruiser and 
a merchantman the next day. ‘‘Authoritative circles’’ in Berlin stated 
that 900 British soldiers were taken prisoner when parachute troops 
occupied Corinth the previous day. 

The Italian communiqué stated that Corfu was occupied that morning 
by air units and Preveza entered by motorized troops. 


NORTH AND EAST AFRICA 
G.H.Q. Cairo reported no change in Libya, and at Sollum the f 
previous evening penetration by enemy detachments 5 or 6 miles 
across the frontier. Light elements of a well-known British armoured 
division were in contact with the enemy. In Abyssinia Dessie was 
occupied by the forces advancing from the south. 
The R.A.F. stated that in Cyrenaica the enemy’s movements wert 
hampered by bombing and machine-gunning, and at Benina a number [ 
of troop carriers were heavily machine-gunned while embarking 
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troops, one being destroyed and others badly damaged and many 
casualties inflicted. In Abyssinia enemy transport at Alomata was 
badly damaged the previous day and a petrol dump set on fire, and the 
day before that an attack on a motor convoy carrying troops caused 
much damage and casualties. South African aircraft bombed buildings 
at Gimma. All the aircraft returned safely. 

The German communiqué stated that enemy sorties from Tobruk 
were broken with heavy loss, and dive-bombing attacks were made the 
previous day on gun positions round Mersa Matruh, silencing 2 bat- 
teres. 

The Italian communiqué reported the repulse of an enemy attempt 
at an offensive action at Tobruk and dive-bombing attacks on batteries, 
transport, etc., near the town. Enemy pressure in East Africa, and 
the valiant resistance af the troops, continued. Dessie was evacuated. 
Attacks in the Amba Alagi sector were repulsed. 

A Jibuti dispatch (to Vichy) reported a concentration of Free 
French troops on the southern frontier of French Somaliland, parti- 
cularly near Duanle station. Other forces were stated to have landed 
at Zeila and to have attempted unsuccessfully to get into touch with 
certain advanced French posts. Vichy official reports stated that 
British warships had appeared off Jibuti the previous day, but did 
not open fire. 

The Free French H.Q. stated that they had no knowledge of attacks 


> against Somaliland. 


CHRONOLOGY 


ABYSSINIA 


April 22.—-The Duke of Harar, second son of the Emperor, arrived 
at Harar to take up residence as Governor of the Province. 


» AUSTRALIA 


April 15.—Mr. Menzies’s statement to the London press and pro- 


» longation of his stay in England. (See Great Britain.) 


Mr. Fadden told a meeting of the Loan Council that war was daily 
coming closer to Australia, and they must shape their policy accordingly. 
They must make an even greater effort, and increase their war, and 


» reduce the civil, expenditure. He announced that it was intended to 


raise an internal loan of £35 million. 
April 17.—Mr. Fadden, referring to setbacks in the war, said the only 
answer was to fight harder and better. Australia was vigilant as to 


5 events in the Pacific and was bound to take into account the suggestion 


that the Russo-Japanese Pact was likely to assist the Axis. 

The Minister of Supply said the keels of a number of large ships were 
being laid down almost immediately, and the production of anti-tank 
guns had begun. 

_ April 21.—General Blamey’s Order of the Day to the troops in 
Greece. (See Greece.) 

April 22.—The press published a statement sent to the people by 

Mr. Menzies urging them to stand firm. The difficulties of the Greek 
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campaign were always understood, he said, by the British, Australian, 
and New Zealand Governments, but it was felt that it was unthinkable 
that Greece should be left unassisted. Though military considerations 
were always to be taken into account, “you cannot’, he said, “judge 
international action in war solely according to military rules. [I say 
quite bluntly that whatever criticism may arise in relation to our 
assistance to Greece, it is nothing to the criticism we would have justly 
encountered all over the world if, having cheered Greece on for 
months ... we had then shrugged our shoulders and said that against 
Germany we could give her no aid... .” 

Some complaint had been made that the Advisory War Council had 
not been consulted in relation to Greece, but the Greek expedition 
represented a major decision in war strategy of the highest possible 
order of secrecy, so much so that the discussions in London were 
confined to the War Cabinet and did not extend to Ministers generally. 
The Australian Government were always consulted fully before any 
new theatre of war was entered by their Forces, and the more widely 
representative that Government could be of all political interests in 
Australia the more effective would be the consultations and decisions. 
“We must recognize that the Empire is at the greatest crisis of its 
history,”’ he concluded. “We can and will get through if we all pull 
hard and pull together, but political debates while the tempest is 
raging cannot help us.”’ 

April 23.—Mr. Menzies broadcast (from London) an address to the 
country in which he drew attention to the fact that Australia had large 
interests and large commitments in the Middle East, and announced 
that General Blamey was to be appointed Deputy C.-in-C. of the whole 
of the Middle East. About events in Libya he said that operating from 
Tripoli the Germans had developed an attack of much greater severity 
than had ever been anticipated by their military advisers. Every 
possible step was being taken to arrest it; the air force was being 
rapidly reinforced. About Greece he said the question of whether they 
should go there was discussed at the first War Cabinet he attended, 
and was the subject of extensive communications between the Govern- 
ments of the U.K., Australia, and New Zealand. Every question that could 
properly be raised was raised, examined, and debated. The best 
advice was obtained from Sir John Dill and Sir Archibald Wavell. As 
a result they all came to the conclusion that, though assisting Greece 
was a hazardous undertaking, it was one which had some real prospects 
of military success. 

Further, to desert the Greeks just when the Germans were going to 
attack them would have been one of the infamies of history. If they 
had refused to go into Greece they would have been legitimately 
subject to a storm of criticism all over the world, and would have lost 
some of their own'self-respect. They were bound to accept great risks 
in a great cause. It was true that the Yugoslav forces had been un- 
able to resist the Germans, and that a sudden German thrust might 
have destroyed the Greek position in Albania, and so in that country 
given to the Italians a victory over the Greeks which they would never 
have been able to achieve themselves. But it was also true that great 
losses had been inflicted on the Germans by the Anzac Corps, a Corps 
which was performing as immortal deeds of war as those which were 
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in classical days performed at Thermopylae. The brutal truth was that 
they could not win the war without losses, and by the last analysis the 
only means of winning it was the killing of Germans. The Germans 
had vast forces, but they had many thousand less troops and many 
scores less of tanks and aeroplanes than when they began their drive 
against the Aliakhmon Line. 

Of his experiences in England he said he had been fortunate; thou- 
sands of other people had been killed and more thousands injured, yet 
he had never heard a whisper of defeat. When they saw war near 
their homes the people of Britian were unafraid, and he did not doubt 
that Australians were of the same stuff. They were passing through 
the waters of tribulation, but they would come through. In the Middle 
East they were determined to hold their own, “and may well win a 
notable victory’. But the greater their difficulties the more imperative 
it was that they should stand firm, and be united, resolute, and 
energetic. 

“T am hoping that out of these trials will be born a new spirit of 
political as well as national unity in Australia,’’ he concluded. “There 
is in Great Britain a tremendous feeling about what Australia has so 
far done in this war. The reception given to me... is based upon the 
simple fact that I represent the country which has by the skill and 
courage of its soldiers, sailors, and airmen... given a degree of en- 


 couragement to the people of Great Britain, which nobody who has not 
been here can even begin to realize. In the last 9 months over 30,000 


men, women, and children living peaceably in their homes have been 


Skilled in air raids. Yet the work goes on. The spirit is unquenched. 


The factories hum with renewed activity and the workers smile at their 
toil. I have told them in your name that we are with them in foul 
weather as well as in fair, in temporary defeat as well as in victory, 


suntil in His own good time God delivers the world from the scourge 


that has been laid upon it.”’ 

April 24.—Mr. Fadden issued a statement sayirig there was no 
ground for hope that the fighting in Greece could take a turn for their 
advantage; they were seeing the last stages of a most gallant rearguard 


saction. After repeating that the decision to send troops to Greece was 


made only after full consultation and deliberation between the British, 
Australian, and N.Z. Governments he said, as Mr. Menzies had, that 
they were in honour bound to help that country. After the first troops 
had moved there a strong enemy attack developed in Libya, and in 


Hiace of the threat to Egypt it had been essential to strengthen the 


forces in the Western Desert. 

The paramount military consideration now was the security of 
‘gypt, but they had two advantages: naval supremacy, and the vulner- 
ability of the enemy’s bases and communications. 

Grave dangers were ahead. Germany might invade Turkey and 
attack Gibraltar; no abatement could be expected in the battle for 
Britain or the Atlantic. He concluded by saying that they at home 
were not giving every ounce of their energy and ability, and appealed 
to Australians to cast aside every weight which had been hindering 


them, to press forward to the goal as one united force. 


April 27.—Mr. Fadden sent a message to the Minister in Washington 
enying German reports that trouble had arisen between Australia 
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and Great Britain, and saying: “‘ Australia to a man stands solidly 
behind Britain in this war.” 

Mr. Curtin, the Labour leader, said, ‘there is no political disunity 
regarding the prosecution of the war’’ and the country pledged its 
entire national resources to the war effort. ' 

April 28.—The Minister for the Army said that, “the evacuation oj 
certain of our troops from Greece has begun, and as far as this has pro- 
ceeded it has been successful”. The Minister for External Affairs, in , 
broadcast, said the resistance of the A.I.F. in Greece had not been in 
vain; it had rendered a great military service which would be found to 
have contributed to ultimate victory. Referring to the Pacific he said 
that so long as the Pact between Japan and Russia was interpreted 
simply as an attempt to secure good relations between neighbours it 
need have no ill effect on Pacific questions. Unfortunately it had 
already been represented in some quarters as intended to serve other 
purposes. 


BELGIUM 


April 21.—It was learnt that the Germans had forbidden the 
communal councils to meet, on the ground that they were centres of 
resistance against the new order. 


BULGARIA 


April 15.—The Government broke off relations with Yugoslavia 
for the following reasons: (1) unjustified attacks on frontier posts made 
since the beginning of the month; (2) Yugoslav raids on open Bulgarian 
towns, killing women and children, though Bulgaria was outside the 
conflict; (3) Members of the Yugoslav Legation had maintained con- 
tact with subversive elements. 

April 19.—It was announced in Sofia that Bulgarian troops had 
occupied Uskub (Skoplje). 

April 23.—It was arfnounced in Sofia that Greece had broken of 
diplomatic relations with Bulgaria. 

April 25.—It was announced in Sofia that the troops had occupied 
the greater part of Thrace between the Struma and Maritza rivers 
and the Aegean Sea, and that in Macedonia they were in Prilep 
Monastir, and Resan and were approaching Lakes Prespa and Ochrida. 

April 26.—The Prime Minister telegraphed to Hitler his ‘‘deepest 
thanks for the liberation of Macedonia and Thrace by the German 
Army”. 


CANADA 


April 17.—The Canadian-U.S. Joint Defence Board, after concluding 
its meetings in Montreal issued a statement that strategic plans for the 
military, naval, and air defence of both coasts of both countries had 
been completed. 

Mr. Hull had a prolonged discussion with Mr. Mackenzie King. 

April 25.—The Minister of Munitions stated that new orders for $50 
million worth of aeroplanes would be placed in the near future, 
including long-range bombers. Their output was now 45 a week. 

Canada was building 96 cargo vessels of about 10,000 tons, for 
England. 





L 15-28 
Solid), 


isunity 


zed its 


tion of 
aS pro- 
S, Ina 
eeN in 
und to 
le said 
preted 
urs it 
it had 

other 


n the 
Tes of 


lavia 
made 
arian 
le the 
| con- 


> had 


n oft 


ipied 
“Vers 
rilep, 
rida. 
epest 
‘man 





CHRONOLOGY, APRIL 15-28 : 587 


April 28.—The Prime Minister told the House of Commons that 
they must keep ever in mind that “‘so long as Great Britain stands no 
reverse Will be decisive”. Referring to the landing of more Canadian 
troops in Britain he said: “‘This should increase our confidence in the 
ability of Canada to help effectively in the decisive struggle.” 

The agreement on co-operation with the United States would increase 
the total volume of aid to Britain and have a corresponding effect on 
their own war effort. It would not, however, reduce the sacrifices they 
would have to make, but the results would be considerably greater, 
and the risks of delays and breakdowns materially reduced. 


CHINA 

April 16.—The Government were understood to have telegraphed 
to Moscow for the elucidation of several points in the pact with Japan, 
and asking specifically what was to be the future policy of the Soviet 
Government towards China. 

April 18.—The report of an interview which the Ambassador in 
Moscow had with M. Molotoff reached Chungking, and stated that he 
was told that Soviet policy towards China was unaffected by the Russo- 


Japanese Pact. 
April 26.—Signature of British credit agreement in Washington and 


| of agreement for establishment of a stabilization fund in the United 


States. (See U.S.A.) 


SINO-JAPANESE WAR 


SHANGHAI AND THE YANGTSE VALLEY 

April 16.—The Japanese reported an advance by their troops near 
Anlu, in Hupeh, and the crossing of the Han River. The Chinese an- 
nounced the occupation of Chapu, in the Hangchow area, and said 
the Japanese were falling back on Kashing. 

April 19.—Japanese forces landed at Haimen, Shipu, Chinghai, and 
Wenchow, in Chekiang, after 3 days’ bombardment by warships, 
especially of Chinghai and Ningpo. 

April 20.—A Japanese communiqué announced the capture of Wen- 
chow and Ningpo. Japanese forces were also operating south of Hang- 
chow, across the Chientang River, in order to cut highways and com- 
munications and link up with the landing forces. The Chinese admitted 
the fall of Shaohsing. 

April 23.—The Japanese announced the occupation of Sungmen 
and Chaikiao, on the Chekiang coast. 


SouTH CHINA 
April 14.—The Japanese closed the Pearl River, and were believed 
to be landing large numbers of troops at Canton and on Hainan. 
April 16.—The Chinese reported that the Japanese were withdrawing 
troops from South-East Kwangtung, and sending some forces of the 
Chinese puppet Government to the Hong-kong border in order to 


» tighten up the blockade. 


April 17.—The Japanese announced that the blockade had been 
extended to the coast between Macao and Hong-kong (i.e. the Canton 
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River mouth) and also Bias Bay and the Kiatze and Shenchuan Bays 
near Swatow. 
April 21.—The Japanese occupied Foochow. 


FOREIGN INTERESTS 

April 16.—Terrorist attacks on the staffs of 4 Chinese Government 
banks in Shanghai caused the death of 2 officials and the kidnapping oj 
7 others. The banks were closed. 

April 17.—The ratepayers of the International Settlement 
Shanghai voted approval of the creation of a Provisional Council of 16 
i.e. 3 British, 3 American, 3 Japanese, 4 Chinese, one German, one 
Dutch, and one Swiss, to administer municipal affairs for at least 12 
months. 

Japanese gendarmes attempted to occupy the premises of the 
Chinese Ratepayers’ Association, but were prevented by the Municipal 
police. 


DENMARK 


April 17.—A Royal decree dismissed the Minister in Washington 
and the Government instituted proceedings against him for hig! 
treason. 


EGYPT 


Apni 14.—The Prime Minister received General Wavell, and after- 
wards reported to a secret session of Parliament. 

April 27.—The Greek Minister in Cairo, in an interview, said that 
the Greek Air Force would fight on against the Axis, and the whole 
of the merchant fleet, running into millions of tons, was at the disposal 
of the British Government. 


EIRE 


April 18.—The Information Bureau announced that a German 
bomber came down and sank in territorial waters near Schull, Cork, 
and the crew of 6 landed and were interned. 

April 20.—The Information Bureau stated that a British aircraft 
had crashed in Co. Wicklow and the crew of 4 killed. 


FRANCE 


Apnil 15.—Authoritative sources stated that Marshal Pétain’ 
reference to General de Gaulle’s movement in his broadcast was made 
with a view to obtaining mercy for 10 Paris students who were sentenced 
to death by the Germans for attempting to join the General. 

Apnil 16.—Reports from American sources stated that Marshal 
Pétain, having learned accidentally that Admiral Darlan had given 
orders for French warships (including the Dunkerque) to be moved from 
North Africa to Toulon, summoned the Admiral to explain. On the 
latter replying evasively the Marshal issued written orders forbidding 
the movement of any French warship without his consent. 

April 18.—The Toulouse radio announced that the Government had 
decided to withdraw from the League of Nations. 

April 21.—An American report from Vichy stated that 53 French 
ships of nearly 240,000 tons had been requisitioned by the Germans it 
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recent months. Rumours were current that the Germans were demand- 
ing bases in North Africa. 

April 22.—Further American reports stated that a coup d'état was 
feared in Vichy by Déat’s pro-German National Popular Concentration, 
who were believed to be plotting to overthrow the Government and 
reinstate Laval. Mobile guards with machine-guns were posted at 
strategic points in Vichy. 

April 23.—The arrest of 20 members of Déat’s group was reported. 
(Fontennoy, a friend of Laval, had disappeared a few days previously, 
and Déat’s followers stated that they had come to Vichy to avenge his 
“murder”’.) 

Admiral Darlan arrived in Paris to see Abetz. 

April 28.—Reports were current that for some time de Brinon had 
been issuing, in Paris, visas to Germans wishing to go to North Africa 
insuch numbers that General Weygand had protested to Admiral Darlan. 

Reports of massing of Free French Forces on the frontier of Somali- 
land. (See Military Operations, North and East Africa.) 

It was stated in Vichy that British warships had appeared off Jibuti 
the previous day. 

Free French H.Q. {in London) said they had no knowledge of attacks 
against French Somaliland. 


GERMANY 


April 15.—The wireless service announced that the Government 
recognized Croatia as a free and independent State; also that civil 
administrators had been appointed for Lower Styria, Carinthia, and 
Carmola. They would be directly responsible to Hitler. 

The press published the announcement of an alleged order by the 
British Admiralty to the Greek Fleet to protect transports engaged in 
re-embarking the British Expeditionary Force for Egypt, and the 
broadcasting stations, reported the same news. The Angriff headed an 
article, ““Impudent Contempt for the Conquered—Churchill compels 
Greek Fleet to cover cowardly flight of the British”. The D.A.Z. 
stated that it had received reports that “‘for the sake of speed the British 
embarkation is being carried out not only in Greek harbours but on the 
open shore, as on the beaches of Dunkirk’, and other papers emphasized 
that England had lost the last remnant of her honour and credit. The 
Borsen Zeitung called it a “loathsome display of British degradation”’. 

April 17.—The papers described the raid on London the previous 
night as the “greatest air raid of all time’, and as a retaliation for the 
“irresponsible bomb-dropping on Berlin’s Unter den Linden’’ and the 
destruction of German cultural and residential centres. The attack on 
Belgrade was made, said the D.A.Z., because “‘the fortress of Belgrade 
was the focal point of military operations round that city’. The paper 
also referred to Warsaw and Rotterdam, saying that ““Warsaw was 
surrounded and taken within the framework of military action, the 
bombardment being ordered only after the Polish authorities, in their 
senseless stupidity, postponed capitulation. The situation in Rotterdam 
was similar.” 

April 18.—A semi-official statement issued in Berlin declared that 
the Serbs had forfeited any right to active cooperation by fighting, and 
set out four general principles for a settlement: (1) the return of territory 

D 
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to former owners on the basis of nationality; (2) the demarcation of 
natural frontiers to eliminate possible friction; (3) recognition of the 
requirements of the general economic order; (4) the establishment of a 
strategical structure aimed at eliminating interference by alien Powers, 

It also stated that the formation of a new Croat Government, the 
appointment of civil commissioners in the Mur area, and the military 
operations of the Italians showed the lines along which a solution 
might be sought. 

The Ambassadors to Russia and Turkey were summoned to Berlin. 

April 19.—Goebbels broadcast a statement regarding Hitler’s birth- 
day the next day, in which he said ‘‘We are witnessing the greatest 
miracle in history. A genius is building a new world. .. .” 

Géring sent a message saying ‘“‘The hearts of all Germans go out to 
the defender of German honour and freedom, and the guarantor of the 
German future. ...” 

The wireless bulletins referring to the British warning about the 
bombing of Rome said, ‘“‘as a pretext for his incredible barbarism 
Churchill has invented a German threat to bomb Athens and Cairo. 
This ... indicates that he has given up every hope of winning the war 
by strategical operations ... Germany has no intention of bombing 
Athens because she has too much respect for its historically valuable 
sites. ...” 

Hitler received King Boris of Bulgaria. 

April 20.—Hess broadcast a prayer, “Lord God, preserve our 
Fiihrer.”’ Dietrich, the Press Chief, in an article appearing in every 
paper said “Before us lies a new world opened up by our Firer, a 
world of achievement and real values. The creation of this new world 
is worth any sacrifice which the Fiihrer demands. That one man should 
be able to achieve all that is truly the most astonishing phenomenon of 
human creative power”. 

Hitler received Ciano in Vienna. 

April 25.—The News Agency reported that the speeches of Mr. Hull 

and Col. Knox had aroused a certain interest in the Wilhelmstrasse, 
“particularly as it becomes clear from them that Washington now sees 
all its forecasts upset as a result of events in the Balkans’. America 
had to correct her former attitude, not by logic, but by raising het 
voice. 
April 27.—Officials in the Wilhelmstrasse drew attention to an 
article in the Hamburger Fremdenblatt stating that “Hitler’s warning 
in his speech of Jan. 31 that all ships going to Great Britain will be 
torpedoed is still fully valid. Behind the Fiihrer’s warning stands the 
determination of the whole German people to end victoriously the life 
and death struggle forced on them. Should the American warmongers 
and their Jewish agitators succeed in frustrating the desire of the 
American people to remain at peace they will have to take all the 
consequences.” 

April 28.—The military spokesman in Berlin stated that the Mediter- 
ranean was not a secondary theatre of war, but of equal moment to the 
battle of the British Isles. Britain must be totally expelled from the 
Mediterranean and her power utterly broken. Officials in the Foreign 
Office said England was trying to stir up unrest in Spain, Portugal, and 
Turkey so as to introduce new procrastinating factors in the situation 
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and at the same vom divert attention from regions where developments 
were painful to England. The countries against which these intrigues 
were aimed would not be disturbed, because they could no longer be 


terrified by England’s frown. 


GREAT BRITAIN 

April 15.—It was announced in Londoh that the Australian Prime 
Minister was prolonging his stay in the country. He told the press that 
the position in the Middle East was undoubtedly an anxious‘one; the 
plain truth was that the enemy was much better provided than they 
were with fighting vehicles, and could therefore adventure them boldly 
in the various theatres of war. There was no reason for despondency, 
but they must realize that the next few weeks would be a period of 
acute trial. The urgent lesson of these days was that fighting vehicles 
and modern weapons were of supreme importance, and that the man 
and woman in the workshop must regard themselves as being on active 
service. ‘ 

April 16.—An official statement was issued and broadcast at 1 p.m. 
to foreign countries denying categorically the report circulated by 
Germany that the British and Imperial forces were evacuating Greece. 

April 18.—It was announced in London that Yugoslavia must be 
regarded as enemy-occupied termtory, and as an enemy destination for 
contraband purposes. 

An announcement issued from 10 Downing Street stated that “‘in 
view of the German threats to bomb Athens and Cairo his Majesty’s 
Government wish it to be understood that if either of these two cities is 
molested they will commence a systematic bombing of Rome. Once 
this has begun it will continue as convenient to the end of the war. 
The greatest care will be taken not to bomb the Vatican City, and the 
strictest orders to that effect have been issued. It has, however, come 
to the knowledge of his Majesty’s Government that an Italian squadron 
is being held ready in Rome to drop captured British bombs upon the 
Vatican City should a British raid take place. It is therefore necessary 
to expose this characteristic trick beforehand”’. 

The statement also pointed out that the raid on Berlin on the night 
of April 17 was not a reprisal, but part of the regular policy of the R.A.F., 

a policy which would be continued till the end of the war, irrespective of 
whether any further attacks were made on the British Isles or not. 

April 19.—It was announced that strong Imperial forces had arrived 
in Basra to open up lines of communication through Iraq. The new 
Administration, true to the initial assurance given by Sayid Rashid, 
were affording full facilities, and had sent a high officer to Basra to 
welcome the British Officer Commanding. 

The first registration of women under the Employment Order, 1941 
took place. It applied to women born in 1920. 

April 20.—The First Lord of the Admiralty, speaking in London, 
said the battle of the Atlantic had its ups and downs, but neither the 
U-boats nor the German long-range aircraft were having it all their 
own way. The captain of U-boat 100, one of three holders of the Oak 
Leaf decoration, had been sunk with his craft, not long after another 
of the three had been captured. Nearly 2} million tons of enemy 
shipping had now been disposed of. 
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April 21.—It was announced that since the war began A.A. guns 
had destroyed over 1,000 enemy aircraft for certain, and probably 
many more. Of these 500 had been shot down over the British Isles, 

April 22.—Mr. Churchill told Parliament that he had no further 
statement to make on the war situation for the present, and deprecated 
Suggestions of a debate. He announced that Tripoli had been shelled 
the previous morning and gfeat damage done, and that the Fleet Air 
Arm while on their way to the attack had shot down 4 German troop 
carrying aircraft out of 5 intercepted. The Fleet was not seriously 
molested. 2 

Replying to questions about the lack of authentic news he said the 
Government had not received full information from day to day of the 
difficult movements of the Forces in Greece, and he had asked for further 
reports if these were possible without prejudice to the interests on the 
spot, in the future. As to Libya a statement would not be appropriate 
et. 

‘ Replying to questions about the loan to Spain and the want of 
gratitude for it evinced in that country, according to the Spanish press, 
he said their policy had been carefully considered, and they did not 
want to give any excuse for a breach with Spain at the present time, 
adding ‘‘We consider that the starving condition of the people of Spain 
fully justifies this assistance being ng by Great Britain, and the 
United States if they choose so to dct, irrespective of whether any 
expressions of gratitude are forthcoming or not.” 

Mr. Winant, addressing the American Chamber of Commerce in 
London, said “‘between us Americans in England and the free and 
unconquerable people of this island there is also a bond of sympathy 
and understanding, of common purpose and devotion which will live 
on long after Nazi tyranny has been broken and destroyed. We are 
determined to help by action to ensure total victory over totalitarian 
aggression, which threatens freedom wherever it exists.” 

The war, he said, had demonstrated the man for man superiority 
of the soldiers of freedom over the soldiers of oppression, wherever 
there had not been an overwhelming inferiority of mechanical equipment. 

April 23.—Lord Beaverbrook stated in the House of Lords that in 
February more bombers and fighters of the operational type were 
produced than ever before, and that in March, a record, exceeded the 
“target” programme. The R.A.F. had received nearly 1,000 assembled 
aircraft from America, including Canadian machines, and many were 
in use. Aircraft had come across by air since the autumn and through- 
out the winter, and only one lost, and the ferry service was likely to be 
extended. 

Mr. Eden announced in Parliament that the King and Government 
of Yugoslavia, having been forced by enemy action to leave the country, 
had established themselves in the Middle East. They thus continued 
as the properly constituted Government of the whole of Yugoslavia, 
which country was at war with Germany on the side of the Allies. 
A formal assurance had been given by the Yugoslav Government that 
they would stand faithfully by the British Government and continue 
the struggle until final victory. The British Government declared 
that it was their firm intention fully to restore the independence of 
Yugoslavia. 
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April 24.—It was announced that the battleship Prince of Wales, 
of 35,000 tons, armed with 10 14in. guns, was now in service. 

April 25.—The appointment of General Lord Gort as Governor and 
(.-in-C. of Gibraltar was announced. General Sir Clive Liddell was 
appointed Inspector of Training in the U.K. 

Lord Halifax’s speech at Atlanta. (See U.S.A.) 

The Admiralty announced that the dangerous area in the Mediter- 
ranean had been extended to cover the whole of the Adriatic, the 
Aegean, and the Eastern Mediterranean west of a line from Egypt to 
Asia Minor, i.e. from a point 100 miles west of Alexandria to one on 
the Turkish coast 100 miles east of Rhodes. 

Mr. Menzies, speaking at the Anzac Day luncheon in London, on 
behalf of New Zealand as well as of his own country, said, to-day they 
were engaged in another war which Anzacs had prayed would never 
come. “If anyone’’, he said, ‘asked whether we should have helped Greece 
and whether Australia and New Zealand should have sent the flower of 
their manhood to fight for Greece, he would answer that there was no 
hesitation about the Greeks.” People thought that though Greece had 
handed on to the world the lovely torch of Attic culture, she had ceased 
to be a great Power in the literal sense. But Greece had given one of the 
most magnificent examples of a courageous fight for liberty that the 
history of man could provide. 

April 26.—Signature in Washington of agreement with the Chinese 
Government on technical measures to carry into effect the offer of a 
credit of £5 million and the guarantee of a stabilisation fund of £5 


million. (See U.S.A.) 


GREECE 

April 15.—The Proia, dealing with the withdrawal from the Koritza 
area, said ‘‘our new defence line is a complete and coordinated unit, 
which in four out of five places cannot be attacked by mechanized units 
because of the chain of mountain masses’’. 

April 17.—General Simovitch and several of the Yugoslav Ministers 
arrived in Athens. 

April 18.—The Prime Minister died in Athens. A proclamation was 
issued by the Military Governor of Athens stating that he had assumed 
the duties of Supreme Military Governor on the orders of the Ministry 
of War, and recommended everyone to carry on exclusively their 
personal occupations, thus assisting by their attitude in the maintenance 
of security and order. 
| April 19.—The King asked M. Kotzias, the Minister-Governor of 

Athens, to form a Cabinet, and it was understood that his Majesty 
would preside at Cabinet meetings as virtual Prime Minister, and that 
M. Kotzias would be Deputy Premier. 

M. Kotzias failed to form a Cabinet. 

April 90.—A communiqué announced that ‘“‘the new Government, 
under the Presidency of King George, with Vice-Admiral Sakelariou as 
Vice-Premier, was sworn in this evening’’. It consisted also of General 
Panagakos, Minister of War; General Nicolaidis, Air; General Korzas, 
Commurtications and Railways; M. Tsouderos, Foreign Affairs, Finance, 
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and National Economy; M. Dimitratos, Agriculture; M. Maniadakis, the 
Interior and Public Security; M. Nicoloudis, Press; and M. Sekeris, 
Education and Justice. 

The King issued a Proclamation announcing that, after the untoward 
death of M. Korizis and in view of the critical moments through which 
the country was passing, ‘“‘we have decided ourselves personally to 
direct the business of the Cabinet for the time being’. The new Govern. 
ment had been eee? and “‘we appeal to the Greek people . . . to remain 
united and steadfast. ...We must defend the nation to the very end. 
This duty is imposed on us not only by the high traditions of our history, 

. but also by the fact that in guarding the rights we have acquired 
by our victories and sacrifices we shall fully secure our national rights 
in the hour of final victory”. 

The Press Ministry, in a bulletin stating that the Germans had 
nowhere succeeded in breaking through the Allied lines, despite fierce 
attacks in which their losses were enormous, said that “the heroic 
exploits of our Allies, the Australians and New Zealanders, are weaving 
new legends round the slopes of Mt. Olympus’’. 

M. Tsouderos was appointed Prime Minister and broadcast an 
address to the people and the Army in which he said that, with the 
support of King and people, the Government were sure they would 
serve the interests of the nation, carrying on the country’s fight to a 
victorious finish. ‘‘Our fight is a Godly fight”, he went on, “‘for Greek 
civilization includes the Christian faith, and the sacrifice of self in such 
a cause has its own reward ....The history we are making to-day is 
worthy of any that has been written by enlightened people who have in 
the past fought for freedom and the rights of man. The need for liberty, 
which proceeds from a sense of human dignity, is indigenous to our 
land. Men who are conscious of their dignity are masters of their own 
thoughts, acts, and life, and so will not allow others to decide their fate 
for them as though they were but sheep.” 

They were fighting also for the liberation of friendly and even of 
enemy people. The leaders of their enemies had set over the free 
will of the peoples they governed, over Christian civilization and order, 
a régime of violence and outrage contrary to all rights and feeling, 
human and divine. They would have hard times to go through, but 
they would not give in until they had reached the end of their journey 
as conquerors. 

He paid a warm tribute to the help given by Great Britain of her own 
free will and initiative, and said that behind her stood the United 
States, ‘holding up the unquenchable torch of liberty, from which light 
and strength go forth to sustain every noble effort of humanity. 
Through America the peoples of the world will in due time be inspired 
for the organization of their mutual solidarity against the rape of their 
freedom and tranquillity by medieval criminals. With such Allies and 
friends and with the force of our own purpose we may be sure that righit 
will prevail. Greece takes courage’. 

He asked them to notice what had befallen those people who lost 
heart and gave up the struggle midway. The dangers and calamities 
they in Greece were suffering were nothing in comparison with those 
which would come upon them if they yielded to the flattery of the 
enemy. 
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He concluded with the words of their King: “Let us stand firm in 
this hour of national resurrection. Let us stand with reverence before 
Almighty God and the Blessed Virgin who protect us and before the 
immortal legions of the heroes of so many generations of Greeks; 
before those who defend with their bodies the honour and glory of 
eternal Hellas. Let all our thoughts go out to the mountains where the 
epic fight in defence of the sacred soil of our country is being fought in 
splendour and beauty.” 

April 21.—The C.-in-C. of the Australian Imperial Force, in an Order 
of the Day said their losses in the withdrawal forced upon them by the 
danger of being outflanked were extraordinarily light. Their small air 
force had done well, and.brought down 15 enemy bombers the previous 
day. The new positions were strong, and could be held. Every man 
must go to his job with a determination to select positions to prevent 
the enemy from coming down on them from above or infiltrating along 
the mountain tracks. ‘I call on every Anzac’’, he said, “to set his teeth 
and to be worthy of his fathers.”’ 

April 23.—The King broadcast a message to the people in which he 
said that the cruel destiny of war compels him, as well as the Govern- 
ment, to transfer the capital to Crete, whence they would be able to 
continue the struggle. ‘‘Our will, and that of the Greek Government 
and people’, he went on, “called for the resistance to the end of the 
Greek forces which . . . have fiercely opposed the enemy, with the sup- 
port of the British forces that came to our aid and that fought so 
brilliantly, and are still fighting, on Greek soil for a just cause. Though 
exhausted after 6 months of . . . fighting against a much stronger enemy, 
our troops . . . continued the struggle against the German offensive with 
unheard-of heroism. 

“We still do not know the real reasons why the Army of the Epirus 
signed an armistice with the enemy without our knowledge and without 
the cognisance of the Commander-in-Chief and the Government. This 
signature in no way binds the free will of the nation, the King, and the 
Government, which is manifested in the continuation of the struggle 
with all the forces remaining to us... With this aim in view, we are 
compelled to go to Crete ... in order to be able freely and from free 
Greek territory, to continue the struggle . . .”’ 

He concluded with an appeal to the nation not to lose heart, declaring, 
“Oppose your Hellenic pride to the pressure of the enemy and his 


| deceitful artifices!”’ 


The Prime Minister addressed a message to the nation in which he 
said he was proud of “‘this political and national move (to Crete), which 
illustrates in the fullest manner possible the unconquerable soul*of 
Greece, and proclaims the firm determination of us all not to give in to 
the invader’’. The aggression against them was of unprecedented base- 
ness: “To save a cowardly partner that we had vanquished an empire of 
100 million souls has struck us in the back.” From these trials they 
would emerge victorious: moreover, the moral strength of their country 
had never in the past reached the heights attained to-day. 

The armistice signed with Germany without any authorization 
appeared to be a precipitate act which might be put down to fatigue. 
The material catastrophies and losses could be repaired, and would be 
made good. All Greeks would share them with those who had suffered 
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them. ‘This is a sacred and irrevocable obligation,’’ and he concluded: 
“Hold firm. By so doing we shall increase the moral gains of the 
country, through which a newand greater Greece will arise. . . . Our rights 
are written in blood and bear witness to our sacrifices and supreme 
heroism. We must venerate and defend them.”’ 

Announcement of severance of relations with Bulgaria. (See Bulgaria.) 

April 24.—The High Command issued a communiqué on the capitula- 
tion in the Epirus, reading: 

“The unexpected dislocation of the Yugo-Slav front, the rapid ad- 
vance of the German forces on the plateau of Monastir, and our conse- 
quent separation from the Yugo-Slav Army, as well as the threat to the 
rear of our troops in Albania, completely disarranged the line of our 
forces and obliged us to make a vast and hasty withdrawal. The rapid 
thrust of German mechanized units from the Monastir region towards 
the south and the resulting loss of the principal route of withdrawal for 
the left wing of our Albanian front obliged these forces, which did not 
possess anti-tank weapons, to turn off towards the mountains, in which 
a withdrawal and provisioning became problematic. 

“The principal body of our forces in the Epirus, which up to the last 
moment victoriously opposed Italian forces of twice their strength, also 
took part in the general withdrawal. These movements were carried 
out in order in spite of obstinate reaction by the Italian forces, which our 
troops counter-attacked several times, even taking prisoners. 

“Moreover, numerous enemy aircraft, attacking unhindered our with- 
drawing troops and their rear, created difficult conditions for the con- 
tinuation of the unequal struggle on the Albanian front against the 
German and Italian forces, and as a result on the evening of April 20 
these forces capitulated to the German forces. 

“It is confirmed that at the time of their capitulation the Italian 
forces had not succeeded in entering Greek territory, but were held by 
our troops on Albanian territory.”’ 

Reports from refugee sources stated that on entering Salonika the 
Germans at once began looting and taking away all metal and jewels. 
Garden railings were torn up. All food supplies exceeding one day’s 
requirements were confiscated; also all radio sets. 

April 25.—The Deputy Premier, in a message to the youth of Greece, 
said, ““We are not beaten. We constitute only the advance guard of a 
formidable and incomparable Empire, at the side of which we are con- 
tinuing the conflict under the direction of our King’’. 

April 26.—The Athens radio broadcast an appeal to the people to 
stand firm, and “be each one proud and dignified. You must prove 
yourselves worthy of your history. The valour and victory of our Army 
has already been recognized. The righteousness of our cause will also 
be recognized . . . Have Greece in your hearts, live inspired with the 
fire of her latest triumphs and the glory of our Army. Greece will live 
again and be great because she fought honestly and for a just cause . . . 
Brothers! Have courage and patience. Be stout-hearted. We will 
overcome these hardships. . .” 

The Government before leaving issued decrees providing that the 
Prime Minister should become Acting Minister of War and that M. 
Maniadakis should be Minister of Food Supplies as well as of the 
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It was announced that General Papagos had been relieved of his 
command at his own request. 

April 27.—Statement by the Minister in Cairo. (See Egypt.) 

April 28.—The Prime Minister, speaking at Canea, said, ‘“Destiny 
has chosen two islands as the last but worthy ramparts of the free 
peoples of Europe: the great island of Britain and this great island of 
the Hellenes. With constancy, courage, and determination the peoples 
of these islands are fighting to-day the supreme battle of liberty”. A 
black flood had swept over Europe from a country which had deified 
violence. 

The King was among them, and his presence was the symbol of the 
national rebirth and unity of Greece. A moving spectacle of resistance 
to the aggressors had been presented by even small islands like Lemnos 
and Samothrace, and a splendid example had been set by the Greek 
people as a whole, who were defeated by a very powerful foe only after 
epic battles which drew the admiration of friend and foe. 

The fight must be continued. Sacrifices did not count. He concluded, 
“Tam certain that we shall soon be back in Athens and that Greece will 
not only be free but the greater because of her struggles’’. 


HUNGARY 

April 16.—Presidential proclamation in Washington declaring the 
existence of a state of war between Hungary and Yugoslavia. (See 
U.S.A.) American reports stated that the Regent had been promised 
a corridor to the sea at Susak and the transfer to Hungary of the 
Yugoslav fleet and merchant ships as the reward for his attack on 
Yugoslavia. 

April 17.—The Government banned listening to foreign broadcasts, 
under threat of up to 10 years’ imprisonment. 


INDO-CHINA 

April 21.—Reports from Japanese sources stated that concentrations 
of troops were taking place, fresh troops landed at Saigon, a reorganiza- 
tion of the French Fleet in the Far East taking place with the addition 
of submarines from Europe, and that 20 American bombers had arrived. 
American and British oil companies at Saigon were reported to have 
refused to supply oil for Japanese vessels. 


IRAQ 

April 19.—It was learned that a strong force of Imperial troops had 
landed at Basra, and that the Government had sent a high officer there 
to welcome the officer commanding and to collaborate with him in 
making all arrangements in connection with the opening up of lines of 
communication through the country. 

April 23.—The Director of Propaganda announced that, ‘‘the British 
Government having previously requested permission for the passage of 
some British forces through Iraq, in accordance with the terms of the 
Treaty, the necessary arrangements have been made by both parties 
since June 21, 1940, to facilitate their movement. They arrived at 
Basra on April 17-18. ... We may add that comments on this subject 
made by certain foreign broadcasting stations have no foundation. 
The Government are watchful to preserve the rights of the country and 
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its national sovereignty, and will not allow infringement of it in any 
form.” 


ITALY 

April 18.—Statement by the British Government regarding possible 
bombing of Rome. (See Great Britain.) 

April 19.—The Giornale d'Italia declared that ‘‘Churchill is attempt- 
ing a bluff, trying to prevent the Axis Powers from bombing Athens jf 
such a course should become necessary for military reasons. He wants 
to create an alibi immediately by throwing on Italy the responsibility 
for a British attack on the Vatican City. His lying assertions are 4 
sample of the imagination of this low slander. . .”’ a 

The News Agency published a message stated to come from Madrid 
saying that public opinion and the Spanish press were ‘‘very indignant 
at the British statement envisaging the possibility of the bombing of 
Rome, which has no military objectives”’. 

April 20.—The Rome radio, in birthday greetings to Hitler said 
“Hitler is no doubt one of the greatest men in history. But fate decided 
that he should only reveal himself after Mussolini had been acknow- 
ledged everywhere as the greatest statesman in the world’. 

April 21.—The Rome radio, referring to. reports that the British 
forces were leaving Greece, said ‘“‘no doubt can be entertained by the 
Greek people of the fate of Greece after the last British soldier has left. 
A general blockade will be declared against Greece. The Greeks will be 
left to starve after having been used by their British masters’”’. 

April 23.—Mussolini issued an Order of the Day, after the signing oi 
the armistice with the Greek Army, stating (according to German re- 
ports) that “the victory crowns your bloody sacrifices, which wer 
specially great for the land forces, and surrounds your flag with new 
glory. ... The Italian people thinks with deepest emotion of its sons 
who have fallen in Albania, and expresses its unquenchable gratitude 
to you who have avenged them’. 

April 25.—A decree was issued ordering all workers in the metal 
industries to work 12 hours a day for 6 days a week. 

April 26.—Mussolini telegraphed to the Commander of the Forces 
in Albania saying that ‘‘in this hour of triumph I recognize that for 
4 months you have been worthily preparing the conditions necessary 
for the achievement of victory. These conditions demanded that you 
should break, as you have done, all attempts by the enemy to launch 
a counter-offensive, and that you should inspire everyone with the 
material and moral inspiration for the great effort .. .’’ 

April 27.—The Rome radio accused Switzerland of a pro-British 
attitude and said that from 1936 till the present time she had been 
hostile to the idea of a new order in Europe. 


JAPAN 

April 15.—The Cabinet approved the Pact with Russia. The Ministers 
for War and of the Navy issued statements that the Forces were pre- 
paring day and night for a possible emergency. and would not fail the 
nation, and the Finance Minister, in the press, urged the nation to 
reduce its standard of living and increase savings. 

The Kokumin stated that “because of the mad efforts of Britain and 
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the United States the question of Japan’s southward advance is tending 
to reach a stage when a settlement by peaceful means will become 
impossible, much against Japan’s desire’. 

The Japan Times and Advertiser (the Foreign Office organ) said ‘‘ Japan 
can now undertake either a defensive war, or offensive-defensive war 
(in which she would have to fight at the outset at a perilous disadvan- 
tage) confident that the Pact with the U.S.S.R. assures her rear and 
right flank against any military or naval action... .” 

April 18.—The Government spokesman stated that any American 
plan to convoy cargo ships across the South Seas would be ‘‘an unwise 
policy, and America should be very cautious about carrying it through”’. 
He added that, primarily, it was a question for Germany, not for Japan. 

The Japan Times and Advertiser said that Japan would not view with 
approval the presence of any American warships at Singapore. Any 
movement by the American Navy in that direction would be con- 
sidered in the light of open hostility, it had been said, and ‘‘that point 
being clear, any American proposal to convoy ships through the Red 
Sea will have considerable repercussions on the Far Eastern situation’. 

April 20.—Mr. Matsuoka’s statement at Manchuli. (See Manchukuo.) 

April 21.—The Japan Times and Advertiser published a warning to 
America against attempting to break the blockade in China with ship- 
ments of war supplies to Chungking. 

April 22.—Mr. Matsuoka arrived in Tokyo, and told the press that 
he would continue his foreign policy, under the double motto of peace 
in the Pacific and construction of a new order in East Asia, adding that 
“Japan’s foreign policy is peaceful and in conformity with the spirit 
of Hakko Ichiu which inspires it and the aim of which is universal peace 
and good neighbourliness’’. 

This policy would continue on the “‘immutable base” of the Tripartite 
Pact and the Pact with Russia. He declared that the latter reinforced 
the Tripartite Pact, as was proved by the fact the Germany and Italy 
heartily welcomed it. He also told the press that the pact with Russia 
was entirely above board, and there were no secret understandings. 

In a broadcast he said, ‘Japan earnestly wishes to contribute to the 
welfare of mankind and the preservation of world peace. But if there 
are people or countries who purposely close their eyes to the real inten- 
tions of Japan, it is impossible to talk with them, after all’. 

April 24.—The Pact with Russia was ratified by the Privy Council. 

April 25.—A German economic mission headed by Dr. Wohltat 
arrived in Tokyo. 

Mr. Matsuoka, speaking in Tokyo, said, “‘if possible I would like to 
institute German-like control of our national life from to-morrow’. 

April 28.—Mr. Matsuoka addressed a mass meeting organized by the 
Imperial Rule Assistance Association and called on the people to awake 
to the world situation and to put their house in order for the crisis in 
world affairs. He described conditions in Germany, Italy, and Russia 
in glowing colours, and emphasized that Germany’s strength lay in the 
perfect control she had established at home. Hitler and Mussolini were 
working in perfect cooperation to create a millennium on earth, and would 
not be deflected from it by the machinations of Britain orany other Power. 
Their people were, from top to bottom, effecting domestic control 
spontaneously; the workers were well treated, well paid, and led 
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bright and happy lives. ‘‘Seeing such complete control’’, he declared, 
“T could not but feel that Germany is certain to win the war’. 

In Russia he found “‘marvellous progress’’, but he had not returned 
home as a Communist; in fact, he had told Stalin and Molotoff that 
“Your Communism won't succeed. I am opposed to it”. In Japan, he 
concluded, conditions were far from being satisfactory. They must be 
consolidated, and that could be done once they made up their minds to 
give and live for his Majesty the Emperor. 


MANCHUKUO 

April 20.—Mr. Matsuoka arrived at Manchuk from Moscow, and said 
that the conclusion of the pact with the Soviet Union was “beyond 
Japan’s fondest expectations’. It was completed in 10 minutes; the 
opportunity for discussing it carne ‘‘unexpectedly” on his return to 
Moscow, when he thanked Stalin and Molotoff for his “unexpected 
warm welcome” there on his way to Berlin. 

The Pact profited Japan and Manchukuo, and foreign comment sug- 
gesting that only Russia would gain by it was ‘‘childish”. He added that 
his heart to heart talks with Hitler and Mussolini more than repaid his 
trip to Europe; they had ‘‘blown new life into the Tripartite Pact”. 


THE NETHERLANDS 

April 21.—Figures available of the Treasury account for 1940 showed 
that since the German occupation the State debt had increased by 
nearly £20 million a month. Expenditure for 1941 was estimated at 


£375 million, of which £175 million was absorbed by the maintenance 
of the army of occupation and other occupation costs. 

The Treasury had to finance the excess of exports to Germany over 
imports from there (estimated at £150 million a year) and to advance 
the cost of manufacturing German raw materials into finished products 
in Dutch factories. 


NEW ZEALAND 

April 24.—The Prime Minister told Parliament that the Government 
had been fully consulted about the dispatch of troops to Greece, and 
they fully accepted their share of responsibility for the decision. The 
Government had concurred in the unanimous view of the British 
Ministers and of the Chiefs of Staff, and the Leader of the Opposition 
had approved. Their troops had made a magnificent fight against 
unparalleled odds. 


NORWAY 

April 23.—The conclusion of a trade agreement with the U.S.S.R 
was announced in Oslo, under which Norway would receive corn cake, & 
meal, fuel oil, and cotton, and supply industrial products. 

April 24.—Numerous arrests were reported from northern Norway, 
especially in the Narvik area, and some of those arrested were believed 
to be detained as hostages against further raids. 


PALESTINE 
April 17.—The Emir Abdul Ilah, Regent of Iraq, arrived in Jeru- 
salem. 
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PARAGUAY 

April 18.—The Ministry of the Interior announced that the Govern- 
jent had completely suppressed a revolt. The leaders were reported to 
»e supporters of the exiled former President, Col. Franco, who was in 
Montevideo. 
The Cabinet of Sefior Morinigo, the provisional President, resigned. 


POLAND 

April 15.—It was learnt that the Germans were constructing new 
fortifications on the frontier and a series of underground aerodromes 
running south of Warsaw towards Radom. Large numbers of troops 

ere also believed to have arrived from France and the Low Countries 

und stationed in villages previously evacuated. In the Radom district 
3 villages had been ordered to be ready by May Ist to take German 
LTOC )ps. 

Todt arrived at Ostrolenka to inspect the fortifications from there to 
Przemysl. . 

April 17.—General Sikorski in New York. (See U.S.A.) It was learnt 
that recently 74 tons of bacon, meat, etc., relief rations for the very 
poor in Warsaw, had been confiscated from the City Relief Committee 

y the Germans, who also took all the stocks of herrings and other foods 
intended for distribution among Polish children. 


PORTUGAL 


April 28.—The Prime Minister was presented with an address of 


urope, but it did not seem to him reasonable that they should be pre- 
occupied solely with thoughts of war; on the contrary, they ought to 
interest themselves in the problems of peace. 


UMANIA 

April 15.—Reports from Turkish sources stated that the Iron Guard 
ad again become active and were preparing to get rid of General 
Antonescu. 

Rationing for various foods came into force, and Russian reports 
tated that meat, flour, milk, cheese, and eggs were very scarce. 

April 17.—Delegates of the minority in the Yugoslav Banat were re- 
ported (by the Italian News Agency) to have arrived in Bucarest to ask 


dor protection and for the annexation of the Banat by Rumania. 


April 21.—Reports from Turkish sources stated that the Germans 


Bwere demanding complete control of the railway, postal, and telegraphic 


ervices, and the virtual demobilization of the Army. They threatened 
0 re-establish Iron Guard rule, having kept several of the leaders in 
eserve as centres of opposition to General Antonescu. Horia Sima was 
eported to be in Berlin. 


SOUTH AFRICA 
April 26.—General Smuts broadcast a message pointing out that 


the war would not be settled in the Balkans, and that perhaps Germany 
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had only turned to that theatre to hide her discomfiture in failing 
to carry out her promise of an early invasion of England. “‘If Hitler 
fails in his attack on the fortress of Britain itself’’, he said, “‘he wijj 
have lost the war... he has so far failed to face this real issue. When 
he does face up to that issue, he will be up against his real fate, and i 
he funks it he is equally lost’’. 

That Great Britain went to the help of Greece was to her lasting 
credit. She had been investing in friendships, as Germany had beep 
investing in hatreds, and Britain had thus been building up the moral 
capital with which the real new order would be floated after the peace 
As had so often happened before Germany was thus winning victories 
and losing the war. 

If Britain kept her lifelines open—the Atlantic, the Cape route, 
and, to a lesser degree, the Mediterranean, she would have broken 
Hitler. If Britain and her sea-power survived the attack Hitler was 
lost, and not even the prospect of a stalemate was left him. 

The African campaigns meant the virtual elimination of Mussolini, 
who was now a liability to his partner. That was how Austria went, 
in 1918—and Germany followed in due course. Hitler had lost his 
only Ally and gained new victims. ‘We, on the contrary, have gained 
a new Ally, of all the most powerful and most worth having in the 
world. I have long thought that victory can be clear and assured 
only through America’s full participation, not only for the sake of 
victory, but for the sake of the peace to follow. . . . I could not 
see a real fruitful peace without America right in it—I could not see 
America participating in the peace unless she had been through the 
crucible of the war with us’. 

It was Hitler who had been the missioner who converted America 
The war had been a revelation of Hitler and his new Nazi order. 
Since September 1939, “his will for world domination has _ been 
written in blood over many free lands... his principles and practice 
are thus shown to be a menace to the very foundations of our free 
ethical civilization of the West. Hitler himself has supplied the proof 
for his own conviction. He has at last convinced America. And 80, 
in spite of herself, America is girding her loins for the struggle. In due 
course she will be doing much more. . . .”’ 


SPAIN 

April 17.—It was stated in Madrid that since Feb. 1 16 vessels had 
brought 66,750 tons of British wheat and other cereals to the country, 
and that a further 30,000 tons were on the way, under the trade agree- 
ment with Britain for the supply of 200,000 tons of cereals or more. 

April 19.—Attacks on Great Britain were published in the Falangist 
papers, some of which declared that Portugal must cut away from het 
— and join in a Pan-Iberian policy in harmony with the new 
order. 

April 20.—It was officially announced that at a Cabinet meeting the 
previous evening Sefior Sufier ‘made a statement on various aspects 0! 
the international situation in relation to important military and 
diplomatic happenings of the present moment”’. 

Arriba stated that there could only be one view on foreign policy, and 
those unwilling to share it were ‘‘traitors and cowards”. A.B.C. and Y4 





L 15-28 


failing 
Hitler 
he will 
When 
, and if 


lasting 
d been 
- moral 
peace, 
Ctories 


Toute, 
roken 
CT was 


Solini, 
went, 
st his 
rained 
in the 
sured 
ke of 
d not 
rt see 
h the 


erica. 
rder. 

been 
ictice 
> free 
pro of 
d so, 
1 due 


CHRONOLOGY, APRIL 15-28 603 





both accused America of responsibility for the fate of Yugoslavia be- 
cause her promises encouraged the Yugoslavs to fight. 

April 24.—Reports reaching Lisbon stated that the Germans, at 
least 2,500 of whom were in Madrid, had organized a service of secret 
police, especially in the southern part of the country, where the 
aerodromes were believed to be in the control of German ground 
staffs, and where secret stores of food and petrol were reported to have 
been placed at strategic points by the Germans. 

April 25.—French reports stated that the Easter festival had at- 
tracted large numbers of German tourists to Spain and that they 


continued to arrive. 


SYRIA 
April 23.—Reports from Free French sources stated that German 


agents had recently been arriving in the country from Iraq, and had 
got into touch with the Syrian Autonomist Party and the chiefs of 
tribes claiming independence. 

April 25.—Riots were reported, followed by many arrests, at Chouf, 
Central Lebanon, in connection with a demand for the inclusion of a 
Druse in the Cabinet. 

At Hama the police fired on the crowd and killed 4 demonstrators 
during attempts to release men who had been arrested for looting at 


Government-controlled flour-mills. ° 
April 26.—A general strike was declared at Hama and Aleppo. 


THAILAND 

April 25.—Reports reaching the Middle East stated that over 1,000 
Japanese had recently arrived in the country ostensibly for business 
reasons, and that they had gone to the Malayan frontier. They were 
continuing to arrive at the rate of about 1,000 a week. The state of the 
country was described as like that of a Balkan country in the pre- 


invasion stage. 


TURKEY 

April 16.—Yeni Sabah said ‘‘the recrudescence of German machina- 
tions lately resembled the preliminary bombardment by the enemy of 
positions before an attack, and Turkey appears to be the next target”’. 
It urged the Turks to beware, as the totalitarians’ latest intrigues were 
“attempting to rouse speculation on Turkey’s non-belligerent attitude, 
and to spread doubt and mistrust among her allies. . . Nazi endeavours 
to convince us that they foster no hostile aims towards Turkey are in 
vain. The Turks proclaim again unambiguously that they will never 
depart from their pledges to the Allies”’. 

April 17.—Von Papen left Angora for Berlin. 

April 18.—It was stated in Angora that the Soviet Government had 


clearly indicated to the Government their desire that Turkey should 
refuse concessions to Germany. 


U.S.A. 
April 15.—Lord Halifax, speaking to the English-speaking Union in 
New York, said there was nothing to be gained by underrating the grave 
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repercussions caused by the events of the last few days in the Balkan 
and North Africa. To support Greece and Yugoslavia Britain had weak. 
ened her forces in North Africa, but “while the present situation is no} 
free from anxiety, there is no reason to suppose it will not be held. 4 
stream of reinforcements in men and material is steadily flowing int 
that theatre’. 

He described the present time as “the darkest days mankind has 
known’’, but reiterated his complete confidence in the ultimate out. 
come and said, ‘‘the same spirit, the same thirst for freedom which 
created this United States, which created the British Commonwealth of 
Nations cannot, so long as it retains its true vitality, go down before s 
vile a thing as the Nazi system has shown itself to be’. 

President Roosevelt appointed Mr. Hopkins Supervisor of purchases 
by all countries in “‘the Lease and Lend area’, and abolished the liaison 
committee which had been coordinating foreign arms purchases with 
the American defence programme. 

The Secretary of the Navy told the Naval Committee of the Hous 
of Representatives that ‘I don’t like to be a scaremonger, but, from 
the information I have, I should say that we are now in the midst ofa 
decisive period of the world war. Step by step I see my country 
gradually being encircled and isolated, and if disaster comes to thos 
who are now fighting I see this nation surrounded by nations who have 
made no secret of their dislike of our institutions and our ideals’. 
The Secretary for War told the Defence Committee of the Senate that 
they were facing a dangerous emergency which might be very prolonged 
and ‘furthermore, our forces must be prepared for the possibilities 
of war in many varied terrains’. 

April 16.—Mr. Mackenzie King arrived in Washington and saw 
Mr. Roosevelt. 

A Presidential proclamation declared the existence of a state of war 
between Hungary and Yugoslavia, “Hungary having without 
justification attacked Yugoslavia’. 

The Secretary of the Navy told the press that damaged British 
warships brought to U.S. ports for repair were given priority ove 
everything else. 

April 17.—The President authorized his Secretary to say that a 
statement (made by an isolationist journalist) that U.S. naval vessels 
were escorting ships bound for England and co-operating with British 
convoys was “a deliberate lie’. The Government were maintaining 
the neutrality patrol, and what the patrol vessels found they reported 
in uncoded messages open to anyone. 

General Sikorski addressed a large meeting in New York attended by 
American Poles to whom he said that “our undaunted people and our 
army still firmly fighting know that your hearts are with them, but 
they are expecting more. They expect that you will act... .” 

Mr. Knudsen told the Senate Defence Investigation Committe 
that the Office of Production Management expected an output 0 
33,000 war aircraft by the end of the year, of which 14,000 would go to 
Britain. The Secretary for the Navy said that the Navy was ‘‘almost 
daily’’ issuing material to Britaig from stocks in hand. 

The Secretary of the Treasury stated that the Government welt} 
asking for $3,500 million of new taxes in 1941-42. ; 
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April 18.—It was announced in Washington that the Administra- 
ion had authorized specific shipments of war material to China. 

April 20.—President Roosevelt received Mr. Mackenzie King, and 

joint statement was afterwards issued saying that they considered 
the promptest and most effective utilization of North America’s 
productive facilities both to aid Britain and other democracies and to 
assist the defence of the Western Hemisphere. Production programmes 
in both countries would be co-ordinated with a view to enabling 
each to supply the other with the defence article it was best able to 
produce and, above all, quickly. 

April 21.—President Roosevelt, as President of the Red Cross, 
appealed for 1,000 young doctors to volunteer to serve with the 
R.A.M.C. and the Civilian Emergency Medical Service. 

April 22.—President Roosevelt told the press that “the current 
war can only be won by keeping the main defence of the existing 
system of democracy going—and that defence is England’. The war 
would not be won by one sea fight or one retreat in Greece, or even in 
the whole Mediterranean. He was confident that the defence of 
England could be kept going, and there would be no lessening of 
shipments of war materials to her. 

April 23.—Col. Knox announced that 20 small torpedo-carrying 
craft were being made over to Great Britain. 

April 24.—The Secretary of the Treasury told the House of Repre- 
sentatives Ways and Means Committee that they were faced with a 
greater challenge than any in the history of the Republic, and it called 
for a much greater response than that yet made. ‘‘American people’, 
he said, “are prepared to make such a response and to make it 
willingly.” 

He asked for $3,500 million in new or increased taxes, explaining 
that defence expenditure in 1941-42 would amount to $12,000 million. 

The War Department were understood to have drafted a programme 
for reconstructing and expanding defence factories at a cost of $1,500 
million, with a view to producing arms and equipment for an army of 
2 million, and the basic items for a force of 4 million, as well as long- 
range bombers for Britain. 

Mr. Hull, in a broadcast, said that ways must be found to ensure that 
aid for Britain reaches its destination in the shortest time and at 
maximum capacity. He called on ‘130 million Americans to rise in our 
might and proceed as one man in the herculean task of equipping this 
nation to the fullest for its defence’. It made a difference who won—‘‘the 
ifference of whether we stand with our backs to the wall with the 
other four continents against us and the high seas lost, alone defending 
the last free territories on earth, or whether we keep our place in an 
rderly world’. 7 

They were desperately serious days, involving all peoples and all 
ations. It was war of assault by would-be conquerors employing 
every method of barbarism, and proposing to take unto themselves 
every part and every conquered nation, territory, sovereignty, and 
ossessions of every such nation. If experience showed anything, it 
showed that no nation anywhere had the slightest reason to feel that 
it would be exempted from attack. ~ 

he times were pressing, but he had absolute faith in the ultimate 


k 
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triumph of freedom and justice. He warned them against being dis 
couraged by news temporarily unfavourable. The United States owe 
its place in history to the fact that the people became more resolute as 
danger and difficulty increased. Individuals and groups had no right 
to think and act primarily in terms of their personal interest. The 
defeat of the British and the delivery of the high seas to the invade 
would create a colossal danger to their national defence. The breadth 
of the sea might give them a little time; it did not give them safety. 

Peace with the Axis Powers would be nothing more than a trap, and 
as to the possibility that aid to Britain might irritate ‘‘some aggressor 
into attacking us”, no nation would attack them because it was their 
policy to defend themselves or let them alone because they attempted 
to placate it. Attacks were made whenever they looked easy and served 
the conqueror’s purposes. When the fighting was over there was m 
relief. Homes were plundered, families separated, food was denied, 
and semi-slavery introduced. Every resource of organized fiendishnes 
was set to work to subjugate and cow the individual and use the 
country as a springboard for new aggressions. Every new conquest 
made available to the aggressor greater resources for use against the 
remaining free peoples. 

Disposing of the argument that because the Germans could no 
successfully cross the Channel they could not cross the Atlantic, he 
said it was not water that barred the way in the Channel; it was the 
resolute determination of British sea power and arms. It was because 
the British had maintained control of the Channel. Were the control 
of the seas by the resisting nations to be lost the Atlantic would no 
longer be an obstacle. 

As to suggestions that peace should be made now he said one 
obstinate fact stood in the way. ‘One of the contending groups not 
only does not wish peace, as we understand peace, but literally does 
not believe in peace. That group uses the word, it is true, as it was 
used by the aggressor at the time of the Munich Agreement in 1938. 
Peace to that group is merely a convenient cloak for continuing u- 
declared undercover war... Behind the deceptive protection of the 
word ‘peace’ the rulers of that group accumulate vast striking forces 
They infiltrate shock troops disguised as peaceful travellers and business 
men; they set up organizations for spying and sabotage and propaganda; 
they endeavour to sow hatred and discord; they use every tool of 
economic attack of bribery and corruption and local disturbance t. 
weaken the countries with whom they are ‘at peace’ until military 
movement can easily complete the task of subjugation.” There could 
be no temporizing with lawlessness, he concluded, or with disregard F 
for the elemental rights of nations and peoples. 

Col. Knox, in a broadcast speech, said that ‘‘Hitler cannot allow ou 
war supplies and food to reach England. He will be defeated if they do. F 
We cannot allow our goods to be sunk in the Atlantic—we shall kf 
beaten if they do. We must make good our promise to give aid t0 


Britain. We must see the job through. All this is needed for ow fq. : 


own safety and future security. This is our fight.”’ _ 
The American people, he said, had recognized what a totalitarialy 


victory would mean and had overwhelmingly endorsed every step/@. 


along the progress they had made to their present posture, and “pr: | 
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laiming, as we do, our faith in the ultimate victory of good over evil... 

we can no longer occupy the immoral and craven position of asking 
nthers to make all the sacrifices for this victory, which we recognize 
s so essential to uS’’. 

He then referred to “‘an America gradually becoming encircled by 
ilitary Powers whose ideals, institutions, and methods are all ir- 
econcilably antagonistic to ours. These same Powers have also openly 
and repeatedly proclaimed themselves our enemies, and have joined 
hemselves together in a pact which they do not hesitate to say is 
nimed at us alone’. He also said, “Whenever in the judgment of the 
Axis Powers it better suits their purpose to begin hostilities the hostili- 
ies will begin and nothing we can do save prostrating ourselves in 
pbject surrender will change this. There is no retracing our steps . . . 
f we attempt to back down now England will go down in catastrophic 
Hefeat and we should face a world-wide victorious Germany and her 
Allies whom we should have to fight alone’. 

he latest link in the chain of encirclement was the Russo-Japanese 
pereement; the end of this deal left Russia quite as likely an object of 
nttack by Hitler as she was before it was made, and left Japan free of 
pny Russian interference in the Far East. In military terms \the 
pgreement made Japan more secure as she pursued her dream of 
lomination of all East Asia and left Russia no stronger in the event of 

itler trying to seize the Ukraine. 

German strategy was becoming clearer daily, and “German aspira- 
ions fer world dominion can no longer be mistaken. The jaws of the 
‘azi trap are closing How long shall we remain bemused and 
tupified while the Axis Powers press their plans for our isolation and 
Itimate defeat?’’ 

April 25.—Asked about the speeches by Mr. Hull and Col. Knox, 
resident Roosevelt told the press that “they spoke for themselves 
ery clearly and for the great majority of the American people’’, and 
or himself, he added when asked. He then explained how the patrol 
ystem was established at the outbreak of the war and how, as the 
nvasion of one country after another took place, the patrol had been 
rom time to time extended—and would be extended—-‘‘as far into the 
jaters of the Seven Seas as may be necessary for the defence of the 
American hemisphere’. This, however, was patrol and not convoy. 

He called attention to the increase of American responsibility with 
he acquirement of new bases from Britain, and also to the obligation 
nder the Monroe Doctrine to defend Canada. Asked about the waters 
between Newfoundland and Greenland he said he ‘“‘would not be at all 
urprised if Greenland were not in part occupied by the Axis at 
present’. He added that the United States was emphatically ‘‘doing 

mething about it’’. 
> The President told a delegation from the Greek-American ‘‘Ahepa’’ 
Phat aid would continue to be given to Greece whatever the ‘‘temporary 
utcome’’ of the war there. He believed the Greeks would ultimately 
be victorious; their heroic struggle against Germany, after they had so 
@enally defeated the Italian attack, had stirred the heart and aroused 
he sympathy of the whole American people. 

Lord Halifax, speaking at Atlanta, said that, quite apart from a 
«tural impulse in helping the Greeks, there were sound military 
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reasons for their intervention. They knew Hitler was anxious not 
fight in the Balkans, in order not to break the smooth flow of supplie 
from there. They had made him pay dearly for what he had got ané 
exacted losses, human and material on a scale which would not 
without effect when known in Germany. 

He denied that the American policy of “all aid short of war” was 
contrary to international law. Any neutral country was entirely justi. 
fied to-day, having regard to the rights.and wrongs involved, in giving 
what assistance it could to the victims of aggression. America wa; 
doing this, he believed, not only because she was defending the interests 
of the country against a Germany now openly out for world domination, 
but because she realized that the future of humanity would be black 
indeed unless the Nazi system could be mastered and destroyed. 

In a reference to Hitler’s ‘‘amazing run of victories’ he pointed out 
that there was no joy in the hearts of the German people, who wer 
‘profoundly concerned to see the end’. This was because they knew 
Hitler had not yet won the only victory that could be decisive. ‘With: 
out final victory against the British Commonwealth all else avails him 
nothing. That is why he is straining every nerve to cut the jugular 
vein of British resistance, represented by merchant shipping”’. 

The House of Representatives Merchant Marine Committee approved 
a request by Mr. Roosevelt for authority to requisition for whatever 
use he desired foreign cargo ships tied up in U.S. ports. 

Mr. Willkie told the press at Pittsburg that it was no use thei 
speeding up production if the supplies for Europe were to rest on the 
bottom of the ocean. “‘It is time,’’ he said, “‘for the Administration t 
give us the facts, and then to lead instead of following public opinion 
It is necessary to protect those shipments.”’ 

April 96.—Representatives of 21 American Republics, meeting 11 
Washington, recommended to their Governments the seizure of ove! 
160 foreign ships lying idle in ports of the Western Hemisphere. 

Two agreements were signed in Washington. One, between the 
Government and the Chinese Government, provided tor the establish- 
ment by China of a U.S. dollar and Chinese yuan stabilisation fund and 
for the purchase by the United States of yuan to an amount of $5) 
million; the second, between the British Government and China settled 
the technical measures to carry into effect the British guarantee of the 
fund of £5 million set up under the China Currency Stabilisation Act 
1939, and the British offer of a credit of a further £5 million. 

A Stabilisation Board was to be set up by the Chinese Government 
with 3 Chinese, one American, and one British member. 

April 28.—It was stated in New York that arrangements had beet 
completed with the Mexican Government for converting Tampico and 
Mazatlan into naval bases to be used by both countries. 

General Sikorski announced, in Buffalo, that a Polish army trainin 
centre would soon be established in Canada, near the U.S. frontier. 

President Roosevelt issued an order ‘‘freezing’’ Greek cash ani 
credits in the United States. (They were estimated at $45 million.) 

The State Department received a visit ffom the Australian Ministe! 
who conveyed to it (as he afterwards told the press) a contemptuot' 
rejection of the German suggestions of dissension in Australia. 
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April 19.—Pravda, dealing with the Pact with Japan, said there was 
not a grain of truth in statements that it was directed against Germany, 
or, alternatively, signed under German pressure. Certain British and 
American circles apparently counted on a growth of tension between 
the U.S.S.R. and Germany and between the U.S.S.R. and Japan, 
which would explain the crop of British and American inventions 
alleging that relations between the Soviet and Germany were grave. 
Actually, the Soviet Union was as true as ever to its policy which was 
conclusively and unswervingly directed to maintaining peace and 
avoiding an extension of the war. 

It added that “in November 1940 it was suggested that the Soviet 
Union should join the Three-Power Pact. ... The Soviet Government 
did not at that time think it was possible to accept the proposals’. 

Apnil 20.—It was learnt that the Government had banned the 
entry of foreigners into Soviet territory by way of Manchuria from 
April 17 to May 3, and had revoked all visas for that period. Reports 
from Japanese sources attributed the action to troop movements from 
the Far East to the west or south-west. 

Reports were current that the Government were demanding the 
right to occupy the Azerbaijan and Azanderin provinces of Iran and 
an outlet to the Persian Gulf. 


VATICAN CITY 


April 16.—The radio service broadcast a statement pointing 
out that since 1933 the Church in Germany had lost all its schools, 
ecclesiastical organizations, and papers, except for a few weeklies 
which were not able to answer the Nazi attacks on the Catholic religion. 
Anti-Christian and anti-clerical propaganda was being put out such as 
Germany had never heard before. 

Everything was being done to eliminate Catholic teachers from 
the Nazi system, and under a decree just issued everyone wishing to 
enter holy orders had to join a labour camp first, from which they could 
not get away without permission. More than half the theological 
students were mobilized. 

April 20.—A broadcast in French pointed out that statements in 
Germany that the Church was receiving large subsidies from the State 
were “subtle Nazi propaganda”’ and that in reality two-thirds of this 
money came from “‘the punitive taxation of Catholics’. It continued, 
“Congregations are dissolved, and priests kept in concentration camps, 
where they are dying from misery and exhaustion. Small children: 
are handed over to the philosophy and pagan education of Rosenberg, 
whose followers preach that divinity is race and blood, and officials 
and dignitaries are watched to discover whether they take part in 
religious life’. 


YUGOSLAVIA 

April 15.—A Government statement issued in Serajevo declared 
that the Army was “‘not seriously dented, and has fought its way out 
of the steel ring, and once again will astonish the world, as it did in 
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the Great War’’. It went on, ‘“Germany offered us not only Salonika, 
but also the whole of Bulgaria, as the price of our treason against the 
independence of the Balkan States . . . we preferred attack rather than 
the burial of Balkan independence. We did not want war, and nobody 
in Yugoslavia had any illusions about the eventual outcome of a war 
with Germany. Our purpose is by resistance to lighten the position of 
our Greek and British Allies’. 

Severance of relations by the Bulgarian Government. (See Bulgaria.) 

April 16.—News reaching abroad regarding the German measures 
in Croatia showed that parties had already been abolished, and that 
Pavelitch’s Ustasi monopolized politics and offices. In a proclamation 
to the Croat people Pavelitch declared that the State was ‘‘autonomous 
and not part of another State’. Real estate was declared to be the 
property of the nation and the soil belonged to the peasant. Natural 
wealth could not be the object of private trade, it stated. 

Apni 17.—Reports reaching abroad of the raids on Belgrade 
estimated the number of fatal casualties at 12,000. Most of the main 
buildings were destroyed, a lack of water preventing efficient fire 
fighting, and food and fuel soon became exhausted. 

General Simovitch in Athens. (See Greece.) 

April 18.—Semi-official statement in Berlin regarding the future of 
Yugoslavia. (See Germany.) 

Yugoslavia under the British blockade. (See Great Britain.) 

April 19.—General Simovitch issued a statement declaring that the 
fight imposed on them was too unequal, but ‘‘our people, in accepting 
the fight . . . had no illusions concerning the final result. . . . They 
knew that any fight must be accepted when it was a question of 
defending liberty and independence. . . . Considering the resolution 
of our people and the fighting quality of our soldiers it could be hoped 
that the fight would be long. But the degree of the Army’s technical 
preparation had been much inferior to that of its powerful enemy. 
The attack surprised us before mobilization had been completely 
effected. Nor had any military organization with our allies been 
arranged. Wishing to maintain to the end a policy of neutrality we 
had avoided all negotiation concerning such collaboration... . 

“The entry of German troops into Croatia had the gravest military 
consequences. On one side the troops in Western Croatia and Slovenia 
were cut off; on the other hand, the road towards Bosnia and Herzego- 
vina on the left wing and behind our troops was open to the enemy. 
The rapid advance of the German motorized troops prevented the 
organization of arteries which were of decisive importance for the 
“maintenance of the front on which general headquarters planned to 
organize the last resistance”’. 

Offer of Yugoslav shipping in American ports to aid the Allies. 
(See U.S.A.) 

April 21.—It was learnt that King Peter had addressed a Proclama- 
tion to his people on the day of his departure saying that, though 
obliged to abandon their national soil, he did not mean to abandon the 
struggle. Following the example of his great ancestors, he would 
until his very last breath hold high the banner of Yugoslavia. He 
added that he and the Government had left so that it should not be 
said that the lawful representatives of the people had capitulated. 
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April 23.—Mr. Eden’s statement regarding the Yugoslav Govern- 
ment and the latter’s promise to Great Britain. (See Great Britain.) 

April 25.—It was learnt that Yugoslav troops had reached the 
Middle East to join the Allied Forces. It was also announced that the 
Government were established there. 

April 26.—Reports from neutral sources stated that Belgrade 
was being pillaged systematically and that the Germans were forcing 
everyone between 16 and 60 to clear debris and collect the dead and 
wounded. A curfew was in force at 7 p.m. The Germans were also 
reported to have thrown open the prisons and encouraged convicts 
to pillage, photographing them in the act, in order to throw 
responsibility on the Serbs. 
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